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CHARLES  LUCAS,  Efq 


M.  D. 


Si  r 


IT  is  with  the  greateft  pleafure  I  embrace 
this  opportunity  to  declare  the  ions 


I  am  under  to  you  for  part  of  the  knowledge  I 
have  acquired  in  my  profeffion. 

The  world  beholds  with  pleafure  what  ail 
ornament  you  are  to  phyfic ;  and  are  well 
convinced'  how  much  it  is  indebted  to  you 
for  the  ineftimable  improvements  you  have 
made,  not  only  in  chemiftry,  but  in  many 
parts  of  the  Materia  Medica.  » 

Your  fuccefs  in  the  healing  art  is  fufficient 
to  demonftrate  the  refined  lhare  of  fenfie  you 
are  poftefled  of;  and  this  fuccefs,  not  imme¬ 
diately  effected  by  purfuihg  the  common  me¬ 
thods,  but  by  your  juft  and  per  feci  concep¬ 
tion  of  the  nature  of  the  human  fabric,  and 
the  diieafes  it  is  incident  to,  renders  vour  mode 
of  pradlice  worthy  the  attention  of  every  prac- 
;itioner.  < 
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I  am 


DEDIC  ATION 


I  am  not  at  all  apprehenfive  of  being  too 
free  with  your  name  on  this  occafioiv:  your 
generous  difpofition,  in  being  always  ready  to 
patronize  anyf  thing  for  the  good  and  relief 
of  mankind,  induced  me  to  think  this  fmall 
TraCt  would  meet  with  your  approbation  and 
protection ;  and  that  by  this  public  inftance 
I  am  encouraged  to  take  the  liberty  of 
declaring  myfelf,  with  the  moft  profound 
refpeCt, 

Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient, 


And  moft  humble  Servant, 


0  &  don,  Suffolk  Street , 
Charing-Crofs, 

■*.  * 
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PREFACE. 


There  are  fome  things  neceffary  to 
advertife  the  reader  of,  by  way  of  Pre¬ 
face  to  the  following  work,  both  in  regard  to 
its .  publication,  and  the  particulars  wherein 
it  is  propofed  to  be  more  ufeful  to  the  af¬ 
flicted  than  any  thing  of  the  kind  ever  yet 
attempted. 

I  am  not  altogether  unacquainted  that  it 
mull:  undergo  cenlure  ;  this  gives  me  no  un- 
eafinefs ;  when  I  began  thele  few  pages,  1 
never  entertained  a  thought  of  pleafmg  the 
critic  ;  my  ftudy  was  to  be  as  inftruftive  to 
the  difeafed  reader  as  in  my  power. 

However  uncouth  the  ftyle  may  be,  and  as 
incoherently  thrown  together,  I  have  made  it 
a  point  to  adhere  to  candour,  with  the  punc¬ 
tuality  which  fhould  guide  the  pen  of  every 
honeft  man.  Through  the  whole,  I  have  ob- 
ferved  carefully  to  avoid  making  ufe  -of  any 
technical  expreffions,  left  I  might  not  be  uniJer- 
ftood  by  the  meanell:  capacity. 


This 
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This  Treatife  being  principally  intended  f of 
the  perufal  of  the  difeafed,  and  thole  who 
have  been  ill-treated,  or,  by  taking  mercury, 
labour  under  complaints  better  known  than 
removed,  renders  k  highly  neceffary  for  every 
circumftance  to  be  explained  in  the  moft  fa¬ 
miliar  teems. 

My  deviating  from  the  common  tradl  of 
treating  the  venereal  difeafe,  gleets,  &c.  I  am 
certain  will  be  condemned  by  thofe  who  will 
not  be  convinced  of  their  error.  However, 
the  deviation  I  readily  own  ;  for  it  is  not  always 
a  fign  of  being  right  to  follow  with  the  mob. 
I  muft  confefs,  I  purfued  the  ufual  method 
for  fome  time,  till  experience  pointed  out  to  me 
the  mild,  fafe,  and  expeditious  means,  which 
is  the  caufe  of  this  publication. 

I  would  not  have  it  imagined,  I  cenfure  my 
brethren  of  the  faculty,  I  mean  the  ingenious 
part  of  them,  whofc  fucceis  in  the  healing  art 
daily  convinces  the  world  of  their  merit ;  fome 
of  whom  I  am  under  many  obligations  to,  and 
have  the  greateft  refpedt  for. 

What  the  reader  is  to  expedt  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  pages,  I  wjll  now  give  the  heads  of. 

*  jft,  The  motives  that  induced  me  to  alter 
ill  opinion  from  the  general  rule  of  treating 
vejiereal  complaints. 
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2d,  A  Abort  account  of  the  prefent  mode  of 
practice ;  a  practice  that  fhould  be  dreaded  a$ 
much  as  the  moft  malignant  fymptoms  of  the 
difeafe. 

■  •  t  i»  ' 

x '  *  •»  * 

\  •  ,  /  {' 

3d,  I  have  endeavoured  to  defcribe  the  vil¬ 
lainy  of  the  impoftors  who  reiide  in  this  city, 
who,  through  their  pretenfions  to  phyfic,  ro.b 
numbers,  not  only  of  their  money,  without 
being  of  any  relief  to  them,  but  many  of  their 
lives. 

/  t 

4th,  I  have  given  an  account  of  the  origim 
of  this  diftemper,  with  observations  on  the  dif-, 
ferent  changes  it  has  gone  through,  fince  its 
firft  appearance  in  Europe. 

5th,  The  nature  of  the  venereal  virus  ;  what 
parts  are  moft  fufceptible  of  receiving  it ;  and 
how  the  diforder  is  divided  into  the  firft  and 
fecond  ftage. 

6th,  An  accurate  defcription  is  given  of  the 
venereal  infedlion,  from  the  ftighteft  taint  to 
its  moft  morbid  ftate,  laid  out  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  every  perfon  may  be  a  judge  of  the  nature 
and  fituation  of  his  complaint ;  and  how  un- 
neceffary,  nay  prejudicial,  it  is,  to  adminifter 
mercury  in  many  venereal  cafes. 

7th,  The  reader  is  made  acquainted  with  a 
newly- difcovered  medicine;  and  its  compara¬ 
tive 
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tive  excellence  to  all  other  remedies,  is  fairly 
examined  and  explained. 

Laftly,  Some  account  of  gleets  and  feminal 
weaknefles,  occafioned  by  fevere  treatment  in 
the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  or  by  that  bafe 
practice,  felf-pollution,  &c.  &c.  (hewing  how 
the  patient  is  varioufly  affefted,  and  the  method 
of  cure  by  a  reftorative  remedy;  a  medicine 
that  has  relieved  thoufands  in  the  moft  defpond- 
ing  fituation. 

Thus,  reader,  I  have  given  you  a  (ketch  of 
this  Eflay;  and  am  in  hopes  that  force  of  truth, 
and  the  reflections  which  men  of  reafon  lhall 
make  upon  the  fubjeft,  will  be  fufficient  to  juf- 
tify  me,  and  protect  this  attempt,  which  is  the 
refult  of  experience  ;  and  that  the  remedies  I 
offer  will,  1'ome  time  or  other,  have  the  prefer¬ 
ence  to  all  others  that  are  in  ufe,  for  the  benefit 
of  mankind. 
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1 

ON  THE 

VENEREAL  DISEASE, 

GLEETS,  SEMINAL  WEAKNESSES,  &c. 

rTp*  H  E  introducing  of  medicines  to  the  public 

X  by  way  of  publications,  is  fo  much  the  cha- 
radteriftic  of  a  quack,  that  I  fhould  think  it  beneath 
my  notice.  The  envious,  I  fuppofe,  will  take  the 
liberty  to  criticife  and  rank  me  among  the  im- 
podors  that  crowd  this  metropolis  :  that  gives  me 
no  concern,  their  cenfure  I  defpile.  My  intention 
is,  to  relieve  my  fellow-creatures,  and  refcue  their 
conditutions  from  mercury  and  bafe  compofitions, 
the  deftrudtion  of  thoufands  ! 

The  opportunities  I  have  had  when  I  had  the 
honour  of  attending  fome  of  his  majefty’s  forces, 
furniihed  me  daily  with  a  number  of  objedts  labour¬ 
ing  under  this  dreadful  malady,  from  the  (lighted 
infedtion  to  its  mod  malignant  date.  For  fome  time 
I  purfued  the  beaten  path  of  pradtice,  levere  purg¬ 
ing,  mercurials,  &c.  &c.  and  really  mud  confefs 
my  cures  were  tedious,  and  my  patients  obnoxious 
to  themfelves  and  others.  The  ill  effedts  that  me¬ 
thod  of  treating  venereal  complaints  met  with,  was 
confequently  the  caufe  of  the  deeped  cogitations,’ 

B  I  con- 
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1  confulted  the  opinions  of  authors  of  the  firft  emi¬ 
nence,  a  d  by  their  affiftance,  and  the  experience 
I  had  obtained,  I  fabricated  a  re  medy,  which  gave 
me  more  fatisfa&ion,  by  expediting  my  cures,  and 
that  w»th  greater  eafe  to  my  patients,  than  the  pre¬ 
fers  methods,  which  rather  injure  than  afiift  the 
afflicted.  Animated  with  this  fuccefs,  I,  with  the 
utmoft  affiduity,  in  a  feries  of  experiments,  came 
to  the  per  ted  kno  ledge  of  the  venereal  infection, 
and  method  of  cure;  and  having  with  no  final! 
pains  acquired  this  mild  efficacious  eompofition,  I 
gave  it  with  the  greateft  accuracy,  and  found  it  in 
every  reiped  to  anfwcr  my  moil  1  anguine  wifh. 

However  odd  and  extraordinary  my  deviating 
from  the  general  rule  of  treating  this  difeafe  may 
appear,  the  deviation  is  abfolutely  neceffary ;  it  is 
founded  on  reafon,  and  the  refult  of  a  fuccefsful 
pradice.  My  enemies,  I  make  no  doubt,  will  give 
me  the  appellation  of  a  dealer  in  noftrums  :  but  I 
beg  leave  to  allure  the  unprejudiced  reader,  that 
fjjS*  the  bafis  of  this  medicine  is  pointed  out  by  feme  of 
the  moft  learned  protelfors  that  ever  appeared  in 
phyfic,  though  the  eompofition  was  never  before 
offered  to  the  Public. 

Before  I  proceed  further  in  this  difeourfe,  I  beg 
leave  to  make  fome  obfervations  on  the  prelent 
mode  of  treating  venereal  complaints.  When  the 
injured  perfln  firft  perceives  the  infection,  which 
we  will  fuppofe  to  be  of  a  mild  nature,  viz.  a 
running  of  matter  from  the  urethra,  probably  at¬ 
tended  with  a  heat  of  urine,  &c.  the  afflicted  perfon 
then  fecks  for  a  cure,  which  is  generally  conducted 
in  the  following:  manner:  fevere  purging  and  ffrong 
mercurials  for  iome  time,  until  the  patient  is  reduced 

to 
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to  fo  low  a  (late,  that  he  is  hardly  able  to  crofs  his 
ch  amber:  the  complexion  of  the  (kin  daily  changes, 
the  teeth  are  totally  fpoiled,  and  the  breath  be¬ 
comes  fo  offcnfive,  that  it  is  next  to  an  impofiibility 
to  come  within  fome  yards  of  the  difeaftd  perfon. 
In  confequence  of  this  purgation  the  heat  of  urine 
may  be  fomewhat  abated,  and  the  other  fymptoms 
appear  more  mild  ^  the  patient  is  now  allured  he  is 
a  I  molt  well,  and  the  running  is  immediately  en¬ 
deavoured  to  be  (topped  by  injections,  or  fome  other 
means  equally  as  detrimental.  What  mult  then 
be  the  refult  of  fuch  proceedings  ?  The  Uiforder 
now  changes  its  courfe  :  the  difcharge  pointed  out 
by  nature,  to  carry  off  the  venereal  virus,  being 
(topped,  the  poifon  conveys  itfelf  to  the  blood, 
and,  in  combination  with  the  mercury,  torments  the 
unha  py  patient  in  various  mariners:  continual  or 
flying  pains  feize  the  head  or  limbs  ;  the  eyes  be¬ 
come  lore,  the  palms  of  the  hands  dry  and  hot, 
ulcers  in  the  nofe,  throat,  or  private  parts  ;  blotches, 
fcabs,  or  a  dry  feurf,  appear  on  the  (Ivin  ^  (we  i  lings 
in  the  groin  called  buboes,  and  many  other  fymp¬ 
toms,  which  will  be  taken  notice  of  in  due  couri'e. 
The  lad  fymptom,  however,  is  the  moil  favourable, 
the  venereal  poifon  being  thrown,  by  a  critical  dif¬ 
charge  from  the  blood,  on  the  lymphatic  glands  of 
the  groin,  and,  if  properly  managed,  will  fhortly 
relieve  the  patient:  but  the  operation  of  t h  knife 
or  cauftick  being  terrifying  cin  umitances  to  the 
patient,  he  readily  agrees  to  have  it  put  back,  not 
knowing  the  conlequenres  that  enfue  from  that  rafh 
ftep  ;  the  infection  is  thrown  a  fecond  time  into  the 
blood,  where  it  perplexeth  the  patient  in  different 
ways,  as  before-mentioned. 
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The  difeafed  perfon  by  this  time  finds  himfelf  in 
a  worfe  fituation  than  at  firft;  and  is  now  probably 
induced  by  fame  pompous  advertifement,  which 
daily  appears  in  the  news -papers,  offering  one  per¬ 
nicious  compound  or  another,  laid  out  to  delude 
the  unwary  ;  I  fay,  this  bait  he  readily  fwallows, 
and  innocently  perfeveres  in,  until  procefs  of  time 
convinces  him  his  money  is  thrown  away,  and  his 
conftittltion  reduced  to  the  lowefl  ebb  :  a  confump- 
tion  next  fucceeds,  which  a&s  the  friendly  part,  for 
in  a  fhpr't  time  it  puts  a  period  to  the  diforder,  and 
the  unhappy  fufferer’s  life. 

Our  patient  being  now  cured  effectually,  I  fhall 
next  proceed  to  give  a  fhort  detail  of  quacks,  and 
their  medicines,  by  which,  and  the  following  occur¬ 
rences,  the  reader  may  afeertain  a  knowledge  of  a  fet 
of  people  he  probably  thinks  does  not  exilt. 

A  gentleman  of  fortune,  who  had  in  his  juvenile 
days  contracted  the  venereal  infcCtion,  and  had  rea- 
fon  to  imagine  he  had  been  unfkilfully  treated,  and 
that  the  poifon  (till  remained  lurking  in  his  blood, 
fent  for  a  famous  empiric,  who,  with  a  boafted 
noflrum,  made  his  appearance  within  thefe  few 
years.  The  gentleman  explained  the  cafe,  and 
afked  this  genius  if  he  could  relieve  him  without  the 
affiitance  of  mercury,  having  been  fufHcie-ntly  tor¬ 
tured  with  that  unmerciful  mineral  already.  To 
this  he  anfwered  in  the  affirmative.  Upon  which 
the  gentleman  contented,  and  the  cure  was  imme¬ 
diately  proceeded  on,  which  was  managed  with 
iuch  dexterity,  that  the  patient  was  in  a  high  fati- 
vation  in, a  few  days.  Not  a  little  exafperated  at 
finding  himfelf  deceived,  and  in  fuch  a  fituation, 
he  fent  for  this  wonder  of  the  age,  who  declared 

there 
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there  was  not  a  Tingle  particle  of  mercury  in  any  of 
his  medicines,  but  that  they  were  expelling  the 
mercurials  that  had  formerly  been  taken.  Won- 
dertul  indeed  mult  be  the  remedy,  that  in  a  few 
days  will  carry  off,  by  the  falival  glands,  the  “re- 
iicks^  of  mercury  that  had  lain  for  years,  and  proba¬ 
bly  baffled  the  endeavours  of  every  rational  means  ! 
Hut  what  was  the  compofition  that  had  this  lingular 
effect  ?  S  even  grains  of  mercurius  dulcis ,  or  Tweet 
mercury,  mixed  with  a  little  conferve  of  rofes,  in 
the  form  or  a  bolus,  and  given  every  other  night, 
until  the  patient  was  brought  into  the  date  men¬ 
tioned, — 1  his  itory  was  told  me  by  a  per  Ton  of  ve¬ 
racity,  who  prepared  and  adminidered  the  medicines 
according  to  the  quack’s  direction. 

As  another  indance  : 

'  *  '  .  .  ?  t  \  H  }  Cjf  h  4  ;  L  -  i)  < 

Some  few  years  ago  a  lock  in  my  houfe  being 
out  of  order,  I  fent  tor  a  neighbouring  fmith,  who 
frequently  did  jobbs  for  me.  On  my  fervant’s  re¬ 
turn,  he  told  me,  that  this  man  was  lent  to  prifon 
for  debt.  In  a  Ihort  time  afterwards,  I  met  this 
honed  vulcan,  dr  died  with  a  tie-wig,  fword,  &c. 
This  rnetarnorphods  furprized  me  much;  and  when 
I  came  home,  I  enquired  of  my  lei  van i,  how  the 
fmith  lived  fincc  he  came  out  of  gaol  ?  He  told  me 
he  had  commenced  dodtor,  and  produced  a  hand¬ 
bill,  wherein  he  recommends  himfelf  to  the  world 
as  a  phy.dcian  of  upwards  of  forty  years  practice, 
arrived  Torn  Montpelier. 

i  .  -  -  *  c  -  '  •  t  l.-r  H  ' 

Another  method  of  deluding  the  unguarded,  is 
alio  now  become  notorious.  A  number  of  thele 
mechanics  affemble  together,  and  publdh  themicives 
under  the  chara&er  of  a  Company  of  Surgeons, 

or 
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or  Doctor  Such-a«one  and  Co.  fetting  forth  the  in¬ 
fallibility  of  their  methods,  after  falivation  and  every 
other  means  has  proved  ineffectual.  Such  are  the 
impoftors  that  abound  in  this  metropolis,  which  is 
the  caui'e  of  our  Hofpitals  being  daily  crowded  with  • 
miferable  objdfts  labouring  under  this  raging  ma¬ 
lady  5  yet  they  find  unthinking  people  credulous 
enough  to  believe  in  their  impofitions,  until  woful 
experience  convinces  them  of  their  error,  when  too 
late.  It  would  fill  feveral  volumes  to  relate  the 
knavifh  pra&ices  of  thefe  pretenders  to  phyfic, 
whofe  entire  aim  is  to  get  money  by  ruining  the 
conftitutions  of  their  fellow  creatures.  Theie  gentry 
I  once  thought  beneath  rhy  notice  :  nor  would  I 
have  mentioned  them  here,  only  that  I  am  fenfible 
it  is  my  duty  to  give  mankind  a  caution  carefully 
to  avoid  fuch  a  dangerous  fet  of  people,  and  not  to 
fplit  upon  the  rock  which  has  been  the  deftrudtion 
of  thoufands.  But  to  proceed : 

Having  informed  the  reader  of  the  necelfity  for 
deviating  from  the  prefen t  method  of  treating  this 
difeafe,  and  giving  fome  little  account  of  the  quacks 
and  their  remedies  (for  which  I  am  convinced  they 
heartily  wifh  me  hanged),  I  fuppofe  it  will  be 
afked*  What  is  my  method  ?  To  which  I  anfwer. 
Mild  cathartics,  diuretics,  and  fudorifics ;  the 
means  laid  down  for  eradicating  the  venereal  poi- 
fon  by  men  of  the  firft  eminence,  fuch  as  Boer* 
haave,  Sydenham,  and  many  others,  whofe  names 
I  would  take  the  liberty  to  mention,  and  infert  their 
candid  obfervations,  only  that  it  would  fwell  this 
piece  much  beyond  what  is  intended;  therefore  I 
ihall  juft  take  notice  of  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  the  difcafe. 
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Moft  authors  that  ever  wrote  on  the  venereal  dif- 
eale,  differ  in  opinion  relative  to  its  origin.  The 
learned  Dotftor  A  (true  tells  us,  that  it  was  un¬ 
known  to  the  ancients,  and  lays  it  was  formerly 
endemical  in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  and  that  it  was  im¬ 
ported  from  thence  by  the  Spaniards  who  accom¬ 
panied  the  famous  Chriftopher  Columbus  in  his 
return  from  the  difeovery  of  the  New  World  ;  and 
that  it  made  its  fir  ft  appearance  in  Europe  between 
the  years  1494  and  1496.  The  Do<ftor  aifo  confi- 
ders  the  different  periods  and  changes  it  has  already 
undergone;-  and  obferving  it  has  grown  gradually 
milder  and  milder  fince  its  firft  appearance,  he  * 
ventures  to  prognofticate  concerning  the  future  pe¬ 
riods  of  it,  io  as  to  give  us  hopes  that  it  may  in 
time  be  utterly  exterminated;  but  future  ages  muft 
determine  that.  It  is  no  way  efiential  to  our  pre- 
fent  pur  pole  to  enter  into  a  prolix  detail  how  the 
venereal  difeafe  formerly  afflnfted  the  patient:  we 
fttall  endeavour  to  explain  its  prefent  fymptoms,  and 
method  of  cure. 

s  *  t 

1  he  venereal  difeafe  is  now  diftinguifhed  by  the 
firft  and  fecond  ftage,  or  local  and  univerfaL  In 
the  fiyft'  ftage,  or  what  is  called  locals  the  venereal 
poifon  is  fuppofed  not  to  exift  within  the  limits  of 
the  circulation,  but  to  be  confined  to  fome  particu¬ 
lar  part  of  the  body,  the  blood  itfelf  remaining  un- 
infe&ed.  In  the  fecond  ftage,  or  what  is  called  uni~ 
verfaly  the  infe<5lion  is  received  into  the  blood,  and, 
circulating  with  it,  mixes  with  the  feveral  fecre- 
tions,  and  renders  the  whole  habit  tainted.  There 
is  great  difference  with  reipedt  to  the  degrees  of 
malign  it  v  in  the  venereal  poifon  ;  in  fome  people 
it  fhaij  be  hid  a  long  time,  without  producing  any 
fenfibk  effeflj  ;  in  others  it  will  appear  in  a  few  days , 

and 
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and  difcover  the  high  eft  figns  of  virufncy.  This  dif¬ 
ference  depends,  in  a  great  meaiure,  on  the  con¬ 
ftitutions  of  the  perfons  communicating  and  receiv¬ 
ing  the  infedtion  :  in  people  of  a  cold  conftitution, 
the  adtive  particles  of  the  venereal  virus  are  ibme- 
times  fo  diluted  or  fixed  in  vifcid  humours,  as  to 
be  capable  of  adting  but  in  a  weak  degree  ;  there¬ 
fore,  when  that  is  the  cafe,  the  fymptoms  are  of  a 
mild  and  gentle  nature,  and  How  in  producing  their 
effedts.  On  the  contrary,  when  the  virus  is  more 
exalted,  as  happens  in  hot  and  bilious  conftitutions, 
it  will  be  capable  of  adting  in  a  greater  degree,  and 
occafion  more  inflammatory  and  malignant  fymp¬ 
toms  ;  but  this  difference  will  be  greater  when  the 
conftitutions  of  both  parties  correfpond  with  each 
other.  Thus  much  may  fuffice  for  the  nature  and 
difference  of  the  venereal  virus. 

There  are  feveral  ways  of  contracting  the  vene¬ 
real  infedtion  :  a  difordered  nurfe  can  infect  the  In¬ 
fant  that  fucks  her ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  a 
child  be  infected,  it  is  capable  of  communicating  it 
to  the  Nurfe.  It  may  be  like  wife  contradted  by 
killing,  when  the  mouth  or  lips  of  the  dileafed 
party  is  affedted  with  venereal  fores  and  ulcers. 

It  may  alfo  be  contradted  by  laying  in  the  fame 
bed  with  a  perfon  who  has  pocky  eruptions  on  the 
ikin :  the  warmth  of  the  bed  opening  the  pores, 
and  increafing  perfpiration,  the  volatile  particles  of 
the  infedted  matter  are  abforbed. 

It  may  likewife  be  caught  by  handling  venereal 
fores,  if  the  fkin  is  by  any  accident  raifed  or  opened. 
For  inftance :  a  midwife,  who  had  a  fmall  cut  on 
one  of  her  fingers,  was  called  to  deliver  a  woman 

who 
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who  happened  to  be  infected,  having  venereal  ulcers 

on  her  private  parts:  the  venereal  matter  flowing 

irom  the  ulcerated  parts,  was  received  into  th t 

wound  of  the  finger,  and  the  infection  thus  caught, 

•  r  ^  ^  degree,  and  was  cured  under  my 

mlpection. 

•  /  % 

But  the  mod  common  way  of  contracting  the 
infection  is  by  coition.  If  this  diieale  comes  from 
the  parents,  it  is  called  hereditary ;  but  if  con¬ 
tracted  by  any  of  the  before  mentioned  means,  it  is 
called  acquired.  In  the  former  it  generally  breaks 
out  in  any  part  of  the  body  ;  in  the  latter,  it  com¬ 
monly  dilcovers  itfelf  firft  in  the  parts  by  which  the 
infection  was  received.  The  paftsfcthat  moft  readily 
receive  the  infection  are,  thole  of  a  fpongy  texture, 
and  covered  with  a  thin  fkin,  fuch  as,  the' lips,  the 
mouth,  and  the  genital  parts ;  fo  that,  when  the 
clifqrder  is  communicated  by  contact,  fome  of  thefe 
places  aie  uiuaily  firk  infected,  and  dilcover  the  firft 
ly mptoms  of  it. 

Thus  when  the  Nurfe  contracts  the  infection  by 
giving  luck,  heat  and  inflammation  about  the  nip¬ 
ples  and  break  are  the  firft  fymptoms;  afterwards 
niore  fevere  ones  appear.  When  the  infant  fucks 
it  from  the  Nurfe,  or  a  grown  pcrfon  gets  it.  by 
Jafcivious  killing,  the  lips  and  mouth  are  the  firft  . 
parts  affected  :  but  as  coition  is  the  molt  common 
way  of  contracting  it,  lb  the  firft  fymptoms  of  it 
generally  appear  about  the  genital  parts.  By  this 
we  may  conclude,  that,  where  the  infection  is  firft 
caught,  it  generally  makes  its  firft  appearance. 


Having  now  considered  the  nature  and  difference 
ef  the  venereal  poifon,  the  different  ways  it  is  com- 

C  municated, 
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municated,  and  the  aptitude  of  particular  parts  to 
receive  it-,  \  fhall  next  give  an  account  of  the  na¬ 
ture,  fymptoms,  and  cure  of  the  infedion. 

of  a  Gonorrhoea  cr  Clap,  called  Local;  or 
First  Stage  of  the  Venereal  Disease. 

This  generally  makes  its  appearance  in  a' 
few  days  after  a  connexion  with  an  infeded 

Firft,  an  univerfal  pain  is  felt  about  the  genital 
parts  ♦,  afterwards,  a  few  fpecks  of  matter  appear 
on  the  linen  :  and,  as  it  comes,  a  ti dilation  is  felt 
in  the  part,  which  is  likewife  perceived  in  making 
water,  and  gradually  increafes  to  a  degree  of  heat 
and  pain.  As  the  diforder"  proceeds,  other  fymp¬ 
toms  follow;  the  e  red  ion  becomes  involuntary  and 
frequent,  efpecially  when  in  bed :  the  running- 
daily  increafes,  and  is  either  of  a  whitifh,  yellow, 
or  green  colour-,  the  heat  of  urine  is  extremely 
acute,  with  frequent  defire  to  make  it,  though  with 
the  greateft  difficulty,  infomuch  that  it  is  only 
voided  by  a  few  drops  ;  a  convulfive  contradion 
is  felt  under  the  penis,  as  if  it  was  pulled  downward 
■by  a  cord ;  this  happens  at  the  time  of  eredion, 
and  gives  the  patient  intolerable  pain  ;  the  running 
is  generally  more  and  more  plentiful  and  foetid, 
not  much  unlike  the  dife barge  from  a  cancerous 
ulcer ;  phymofis,  paraphymoks,  cryftallines,  and 
{hankers,  are  fymptoms  that  probably  next  make 
their  appearance  :  the  'phymofis  is,  when  the  pre¬ 
puce,  or  fkin  of  the  yard,  is  contraded  over  the 
glands,  fo  as  not  to  be  drawn  back ;  the  paraphy ~ 
mofis  is  juft  contrary,  or  when  the  prepuce  is  be¬ 
hind 
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hind  the  glands,  and  contracted  in  Tuch  a  manner 
as  not  to  be  brought  forward.  Phymofis  may  be 
changed  into  paraphymoils,  if  the  fkin  be  drawn 
backwards,  when  it.firft  begins  to  tighten  and  con¬ 
tract.  Cryftai lines  are  bladders  that  appear  on  the 
prepuce  or  glands  of  the  yard,  which  are  of  a  tram- 
parent  red,  and  fometimes  of  a  darker  colour, 

Shankers  are  little  callous  eating  ulcers,  occa - 
honed  by  a  venereal  virus,  and  may  happen  either 
with  or  without  a  gonorrhoea.  They  commonly 
appear  in  the  following  mariner:  firft,  there  arifes 
-a  little  red  pimple,  pointed  at  top,  and  replete 
with  a  yellow  or  whitifh  matter }  it  is  generally  hot, 
and  itches,  and,  when  it  breaks,  produces  a  little 
Hub  born  ulcer,  whole  bottom  is  ufually  covered 
with  a  vifcid  mucus.  At  length,  hardnefs,  and 
lofs  of  fubftance,  is  the  infallible  proof  of  it. 
Thefe  ulcers,  according  to  the  malignancy  of  the 
difeafc,  or  the  patient’s  habit  of  body,  have  their 
different  appearances  :  when  they  arife  on  the  glands 
of  the  yard,  or  infide  of  the  prepuce,  foon  after  an 
impure  contact,  thofe  parts  being  covered  but  with 
a  thin  Ikin,  afford  an  eafy  admittance  to  the  venereal 
poifon.  Such  flankers  are  local ;  but  when  they  ap¬ 
pear  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  the  complaint  is  of 
a  long  {landing,  or  what  is  called,  the  univerfal  or 
confirmed  pox:  in  which  cafe,  they  are  generally  in 
clutters,  and  more  callous,  though  probably  not  fo 
painful. 

Another  fymptom  that  appears  is  venereal  bu¬ 
boes.  Thefe  are  fwellings  or  tumours  that  arife  in 
the  groins,  immediately  conveyed  to  thofe  parts 
by  impure  coition,  or  elfe  thrown  upon  them  by 
a  critical  difcharge  from  the  blood.  When  fuch 

C  2  tumours 
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tumours  happen  immediately  from  impure  coition, 
in  a  few  days  after  having  had- to-do  with  an  in¬ 
fected  perfon,  the  patient  perceives  a  flight  pain  or 
ftiffnefs  in  one  or  both  groins,  e!pecially  in  walk¬ 
ing  •,  by  degrees  the  levelling  increafes  ;  and  at 
length  there  appears  a  manifeft  bubo,  which  isTome- 
time^s  round  or  oblong,  fometimes  the  flze  of  an  egg, 
and  fometimes  much  larger ;  but  when  they  arife 
in  any  confiderable  fpace  of  time  after  a  connection 
with  an  infeCted  perfon,  efpec-ially  if  they  are  at¬ 
tended  with  a  fore  throat,  venereal  ulcers,  and  the 
like,  they  are  certain  figns  of  a  confirmed  pox.  A 
bubo  may  alfo  arife  from  a  virulent  gonorrhoea  be¬ 
ing  imprudently  flopped,  or  when  the  difcharge  is 
too  fmall;  and  if  thefe  buboes  are  not  timely  and 
properly  managed,  they  fhortly  bring  on  an  univerfal 
infection. 

It  frequently  happens  in  the  firft  or  fecond  ftage 
of  the  difeafe,  that  one  or  both  tefticles  become 
fwelledj  painful,  and  inflamed,  occafloned  either  by 
the  venereal  matter  not  difcharging  itfelf  through 
the  urethra,  or  being  flopped  and  reft  rained  by  the 
natural  caufe,  or  by  aftrmgent  injections,  &c.  or, 
the  venereal  poifon  being  concealed  in  the  blood, 
mixes  with  the  lemen,  and  becomes  infpiffated,  and 
will  caufe  an  obftruCtion,  and  ftagnate  in  the  fper- 
matic  veflels. 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  the  infection,  impro¬ 
perly  called  the  dry  gonorrhcea.  This  affeCts  the 
patient  by  a  violent  heat  of  urine,  with  a  fmall,  or 
little  or  no  running ,  and  is  fometimes  attended 
with  a  ftrangury. 


There 
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There  is  another  kind  of  venereal  complaint 
that. "is  the  product  of  a  recent  infection  •,  this  is  a 
dffcharge  of  a  purulent  thickifh  matter,  not  from 
the  urethra,  but  from  the  corona  glandis ,  which  is 
commonly  painful  and  inflamed.  This  complaint 
was  formerly  taken  notice  of  by  Dr.  Sydenham, 
and  fince  his  time  by  Dr.  Turner,  and  other 
practitioners. 

There  are  alfo  a  number  of  excrefcences  that 
arife  about  the  anus,  fometimes  appearing  like  the 
gills  of  a  cock,  and  fometimes  making  other  ap¬ 
pearances  *,  fometimes  foft,  at  other  times  hard ; 
the  former  gradually  inflame  and  fuppurate,  the 
latter  grow  cancerous,  efpecially  by  tiling  irritat¬ 
ing  applications  ;  which  is  often  the  occafion  of 
bringing  on  a  fiftula  in  ano ;  but  thefe  excrefcences 
are  more  often  caufed  by  a  confirmed  than  a  local 
infeCtion. 

Having  now  given  a  brief  defcription  of  the 
principal  fymptoms  of  the  firft  ftage  of  the  vene¬ 
real  infection,  I  will  proceed  to  give  an  account 
of  the  fecond  ftage,  I  mean  that  part  of  it  which 
will  be  neceffary  for  the  inllruCtion  of  the  difeafed ; 
fo  that  they  may  afcertain,  with  fome  certainty,  a 
fatisfaCfory  knowledge  of  the  fituation  of  their 
complaints. 

The  venereal  poifon,  after  having  infeCted  the 
parts  by  which  it  enters*  may  be  conveyed  into  the 
blood  two  ways  •,  either  by  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  itfclf,  which,  in  pairing  by  the  confines  of 
the  parts  affe&ed,  takes  up  and  carries  off  fome 
of  the  virulent  particles  along  with  it ;  or  elfe  by 
the  circulation  of  the  lymph,  which,  in  its  return 

from 
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from  the  parts  that  firft  imbibed  the  infection* 
conveys  the  virulent  matter  along  with  it,  firft 
into  the  lymphatic  glands,  and  afterwards  into  the 
blood. 

The  feveral  diforders  of  the  genital  parts  in- 
creafe,  or  become  more  malignant,  or  break  out 
again,  after  being  probably  pronounced  cured,  or 
elfe  arife  anew  where  they  have  not  been  before. 
If  the  patient  is  affli&ed  with  a  gonorrhoea,  the 
difcharge  increafes,  and  becomes  more  acrimoni¬ 
ous,  and  all  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  increafe 
likewife.  If  the  genital  parts,  or  the  anus,  are 
affe&ed  with  fhankerous  ulcers,  or  excrefcences  of 
any  kind,  though  thefe  fymptoms  are  merely  local, 
they  become  more  ftubborn  when  iuppor.ted  by 
<  an  infe&ed  ftate  of  the  blood.  The  fame  may  be 
laid  of  buboes,  which,  after  they  have  been 
opened,  often  become  ftubborn  callous  ulcers. 
If  a  perfon  having  had  a  connexion  with  an  in- 
fetfted  party,  and  receiving  the  infe&ion,  attended 
with  all  its  local  fymptoms,  be  properly  cured,  it 
never  more  returns,  without  a  frefti  infection  •,  but 
if  imprudently  treated,  which  is  too  often  the  cafe, 
the  diforder  will  return,  probably  a  long  time  after, 
not  only  with  fome  or  all  of  the  former  fymptoms, 
but  a  tribe  of  Others.  A  confirmed  infection  fhews- 
itfelf  by  numberlefs  fymptoms,  of  which  thefe  are 
the  moil  common ;  buboes,  fwelling  of  the  tefti- 
cles,  fhankers  in  or  about  the  genital  parts ;  ex¬ 
crefcences  of  different  colours  appear  on  the  fkin  ^ 
viz.  red,  yellow,  livid,  particularly  on  the  breaft, 
or  between  the  fhoulders :  alfo  fcurfy  eruptions, 
with  hard  callous  bales,  appear  in  the  corners  of 
the  mouth,  upon  the  forehead  and  temples,  and 
behind  the  ears,  and  from  thence  fpread  all  over 
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the  head,  and  by  degrees,  over  other  parts  of  the 
body.  In  time  thele  puftules  are  covered  with 
broad  crufty  fcabs  of  a  tawny  yellow  hue*,  and 
when  they,  occupy  the  hairy  part,  they  deftroy 
the  roots  of  the  hair,  and  a  baldnefs  is  the  con- 
iequence. 

The  palms  of  the  hands  do  now  become  dry 
and  hot,  and  fometimes  caufe  dry,  callous,  itching 
chops,  which  difeharge  a  thin  ichor:  when  thefe 
fiffures  are  dead,  the  fkin  often  feparates  from  the 

fubjacent  fkin,  and  calls  off  in  a  thin  fcab. 

0 

The  nails  of  the  fingers  and  toes  become 
rough,  uneven,  and  ragged  *,  and  at  length,  in¬ 
flaming  and  ulcerating  about  the  roots,  they 
loofen,  and  fall  quite  off :  this  is  a  fymptom  rarely 
met  with. 

i 

When  the  diforder  feizes  the  mouth,  it  produces 
little  round  ftubborn  ulcers  upon  the  gums  and 
inflde  of  the  lips  ;  the  whole  arch  of  the  fauces 
becomes  hot,  painful,  inflamed,  and  ulcerated ; 
the  ulcerations  fpread,  and,  eating  deep,  commu¬ 
nicate  to  the  palate- hones  ;  in  confequence  of  which 
the  breath  becomes  offenfive,  and  the  bones  ex¬ 
foliate,  and  fometimes  come  quite  away,  lo  that  the 
patient  fpeaks  through  the  nofe. 

Puftules  arife  alfo  in  the  palate,  and  become  ul¬ 
cers  *,  by  which  the  bones  are  rendered  carious  and 
perforated,  fometimes  as  far  as  the  nofe. 

When  the  diforder  attacks  the  nofe,  (linking 
ulcers  fix  upon  one  or  both  alse,  or  (ides  ot  the  nofe, 
the  outfides  of  which  are  generally  covered  with 

a  hard 
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a  hard  black  fcab  that  comes  away  in  blowing  the 
nofe,  and  is  followed  by  a  bloody  mucus  :  at  other 
times  there  is  no  fcab  at  all,  but  a  conilant  oozing 
of  a  thin  {linking  fanies.  Thefe  ulcers  often  fpread, 
and  rot  the  alae,  corrode  the  cartilages,  foul  the 
fpongy  bones,  and  quite  deftroy  the  whole  bridge 
of  the  nofe. 

Together  with  thefe  complaints,  and  fometimes 
precedent  to  them,  the  patient  is  frequently  tor¬ 
mented  with  violent  acute  pains  in  the  head,  arms, 
and  Ihoulder-blades,  fhins,  and  joints ;  they  gene¬ 
rally  come  on  while  in  bed,  and  go  off  towards 
morning :  thefe  are  called  nocturnal  pains . 

Some  of  thefe  pains  are  wandering  and  fuper- 
ficial,  others  of  them  are  fixed  and  deep,  greatly 
refembling  rheumatic  or  gouty  pains. 

Many  unfortunate  people  have  laboured  for 
years  under  the  affliction  of  thole  pains,  miflaking 
them  for  the  rheumatifm  and  gout,  though,  on  a 
ftridt  enquiry,  found  to  be  caufed  by  the  remains 
of  an  ill-cured  pox,  or  the  effedls  of  mercurials  : 
yet  I  have  been  fo  happy  as  to  find,  that  by  their 
taking  my  medicines,  they  have  received  the  molt 
furprifing  benefit. 

When  the  infection  is  communicated  by  the 
lymphatic  glands,  it  produces  indurated,  moveable, 
circumfcribed  tumours  in  the  nofe,  arm-pits,  groins, 
and  other  parts. 

The  eyes  and  ears  are  likewife  varioufly  affedled 
with  this  difeafe. 
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The  eye-lids  become  rough  and  angry,  with  a  , 
difcharge  of  a  fnarp,  watery  matter  :  a  dimneis  of 
the  fight  is  alfo  felt. 

‘  ‘  '  «  *• 

"W hen  the  diforder  affeds  the  ears,  it  frequently 

caufes  a  hiding,  tingling  noife,  a  thicknefs. of  hear¬ 
ing,  and  dealnefs ;  rhe  inward  parts  of  the  ears  in¬ 
flame,  fupp urate,  and  are  inftded  with  intolerable 
pain. 

To  thefe  may  be  added  many  other  difqrders* 
which  fometimes  arife  from  a  venereal  caufe  ;  fuch 
as  heavinefs  of  the  head  attended 'with  pain,  paliys, 
convulfions,  adhma,  confumption  of  the  lungs, 
jaundice,  dropfy,  piles,  hedic  or  intermitting  le¬ 
vers  ;  alfo  fome  diforders  incident  tp  .  women, ..as 
an  ulcer  or  lehirrhous.  tumour, of  the  womb,  fre¬ 
quent  abortions,  the  exciufion  of  fcetujes  h,alf 
rotten,  or  overfpread  with  an  univerfal  eryfipela^ 

In  fhort,  the  venereal  difeafe,  in  *  its  >  confirmed 
date,  is  of  fuch  a  changeable  nature,  that  it  puts 
on  the  appearance  of  aimed  every  other  Jdnd.of 
diforder.  '  •  ,  *  » 

* 

It  mud  be  remarked,  however,'  that  all  thefe, 
fymptoms  are  never  met  with  at  one  and  the  fame,  ... 
time,  nor  in  one  and  the  fame  perfon  :  different 
people  are  affeded  with  different  fymptoms. 

0  '  f  .  * 

Thus  far,  reader,  I  have  given  you  an  account 
of  the  different  fymptoms  by  which  tins  complaint 
affeds  the  difeafed  perfon*,  ib  that  you  may  eafily 
judge  whether  you  are  a:  preient  difordered,  or. have 
been  ill  treated,  and  there  remains  any  taint  of  the 
venereal  poifon  in  the  blood,  or  if  you  are  tortured 
by  the  baneful  effeds  of  mercury.  -  , 

D  ‘  '  '  The 


t  a  ] 

The  medicine  I  now  offer  for  the  cure  of  the 
venereal  infection,  is  a  compofition  mild  in  its  ope¬ 
ration,  though  powerful  in  its  effedls ;  it  is  a  re¬ 
medy  founded  on  the  founded:  bafis  of  theory*  prov¬ 
ing  its  efficacy  by  thoufands  of  inftances,  and  that 
without  the  affiftance  of  a  fingle  grain  of  mercury. 
It  will  probably  be  afked,  Why  I  only  ftiould  be 
poflefied  of  this  fecret  ?  To  which  I  beg  leave  to 
anfwer — My  extenfivc  practice  in  the  cure  of  ve¬ 
nereal  complaints  gave  me  daily  convincing  proofs 
that  falivations,  and  ftrong  courles  of  mercurial  me¬ 
dicines  (by  their  ill  effe<5ts  and  frequent  non-cures), 
were  not  only  baneful  to  the  unhappy  patients* 
but  that  the  pra&ice  was  abfolutely  erroneous,  and 
con  trad  i&ory  to  reafon.  Every  man  that  expe&s 
honour  or  credit  by  his  profeliion,  ought  to  leave 
no  ftone  unturned  in  fearch  of  the  fureft  means 
to  relieve  his  patient.  That  was  my  method* 
and,  by  repeated  experiments,  joined  with  the 
©pinions  of  the  moft  eminent  authors  of  the  phy- 
fical  province,  I  obtained  what  I  fought  for  %  I 
mean,  a  certain  eafy  method  of  curing  the  venereal 
difeafe,  without  irjnring  the  conftitutions  of  my 
patients,  as  reiterated  experience  has  fufficiently  de¬ 
mon  ft  rated. 

This  medicine  is  what  may  juftly  be  termed  (by 
ks  known  reputation)  the  Specific  Drops ,  a  few  of 
which  arc  a  dole,  taken  in  any  ftmple  liquor,  fuch 
as  a  glafs  of  water,  a  di&  of  tea,  capillaire,  &c.  in 
which  as  much  as  can  be  raifed  on  a  filver  fix-pence, 
of  the  powder  of  fal  nitre ,  is  to  be  diffolved.  This 
is  to  be  repeated  three  or  four  times  a  day,  taking 
about  every  fecond  day  a  dofc  of  gentle  phyfic,  viz. 
an  ounce  of  Glauber’s  falts,  or,  in  ftrong  confti¬ 
tutions,  ten  drachms,  or  an  ounce  and  an  half,  dif- 
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folvcd  in  about  a  gill  of  warm  water.  Thofe  who 
cannot  take  the  common  Glauber’s  falts,  may  take 
in  the  fame  form,  from  fix  drams  to  an  ounce  of 
the  fal  de  ftgnet  ds  Rochelle ,  commonly  called  the 
Rochelle  falts,  which  is  the  moft  agreeable  of  all  the 
fahne  preparations.  But  to  thofe  who  can  by  no 
means  whatfoever  fwallow  a  draught  cpmpoled  of 
thefe  purging  falts,  the  following  compofition  will 
probably  be  more  palatable,  and  fit  more  con¬ 
veniently  on  the  ftomach  : 

Take  of  the  infufion  of  fenna,  an  ounce  and  an 
half. 

Of  the  tintflure  of  fenna,  half  an  ounce. 

Of  powder  of  jalap,  a  fcruple. 

Of  nitre,  fifteen  grains. 

Of  the  compound  fpirit  of  lavender,  30  drops. 

Of  the  iyrup  of  buckthorn,  3  drachms  mixed. 

Let  this  be  taken  twice  a  week,  drinking  fome 
convenient  warm  liquor  as  it  operates. 

Patients  who  cannot  take  a  purge  in  the  form  of 
a  draught,  may  ufe  thefe  pills,  viz.  from  a  fcruple 
to  half  a  drachm,  or  two  fcruples  of  the  pill  ex 
duobus,  or  common  purging  pill  of  the  lhops,  made 
into  pills  of  a  middling  fize,  and  to  be  taken  twice 
a  week.  Proceeding  in  this  manner,  and  taking 
the  drops  three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  a  gentle 
dole  of  any  of  thefe  purges  about  twice  a  week, 
avoiding,  at  the  fame  time,  high-fcafoned  and  fait 
provifions,  or  any  violent  exercife,  I  can  with  the 
greateft  jufiice  affirm,  and  affure  the  reader,  I  never 
knew  to  fail  of  carrying  off  all  the  malignant  lymp- 
toms  of  a  flight  injury,  in  eight,  ten,  or  twelve 
days,  without  the  leaft  inconvenience  to  the  patient. 
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Nor  are  the  cures  performed  by  this  mild,  and  l 
may  fay  (if  we  confider  other  methods)  pleafant 
remedy,  l’ucceeded  by  other  diforders,  which  fel- 
dorp  or  ever  fail  of  being  the  cafe  where  mercury 
or  fcv ere  purging  have  been  the  means  made  ufe  of; 
viz.  long  and  ftubborn  gleets,  and  often  a  total  re¬ 
laxation  of  the  genital  p^rts  ;  diforders  better  known 
than  cured.' 


If  .the  patient  is  aueded  with  a  phymofis,  para- 
phym  -fi ,  buboes,  fh ankers,  chryftallines,  &c.  ex¬ 
tern  a  i  a[  plication-  an.  abfolut'tiy  neceiTary  •,  yet 
t  cy  n  ay  be  contrived  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he 
may  conduct  hin  felf  with  per  fed  eafe  and  fecrecy. 
A. ■plication  being  made  pei fondly,  or  by  letter  to 
the  podcr,  he  will  prelcribe  what  is  proper  on  the 
occaiibn.  Many  I  have  daily  under  my  care,  who, 
berdre  they  came  to  me,  let  their  diforder  run  to  a 
dangerous  length  ;  their  fituation  in  life  rendering 
it  aimed  impofiible  for  them  to  undergo  the  f a Ih ion- 
able  way  of  treating  this  complaint,  which  often  ex- 
poles  the  patient  to  the  clifagreeable  ciiTumftapce  of 
not  being  able  to  conceal  the  diforder. 


severe  purging  immediately  brings  the  patient 
to  a  languid  itate';  '  for,  as  the  learned  FrofefTor 
Boerhaave  lavs,  there  is  fomething  poifonous  in 
id ong  purges,  which  evidently  appears  to  be  the 
cafe  by  their  operation.  In  the  next  place,  the 
taking  of  mercurials  foon  gives  the  patient  a  mod 
dreadful  obnoxious  breath,  of  a  peculiar  offenfive- 
nels ,  1  r  mercury  has  often  lb  quick  an  effebh  on 
home  cqnftituticrs,  that  a  fmall  quantity  of  it  will 
have  the  power  immediately  to  affebt  the  mouth; 
the  gums  wdl  grow  fore,  and  fwell ;  the  teeth  loofe, 
lo  as  not  to  be  able  to  chew  a  cruft  of  bread  :  a 

;  i  -e  7 
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Eit-x  of  faliva  next  comes  on  ;  and  if  the  patient  is 
fo  unlucky  as  to  catch  cold,  dangerous  fymptoms 
enfue,  and  he  is  obliged  to  take  to  his  bed.  The 
mercury  now  attacks  the  head,  and  violent  acute 
pains  often  feize  the  whole  body,  probably  attended 
with  a  delirium, 

.  «•  i 
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As  a  particular  inftance  of  the  dreadful  effedts 
of  ftrong  mercurials,  I  refer  the  reader  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  cafe.  Some  years  ago  I  was  called  to  a 
lady  of  a  delicate  ftrudture,  who  had  been  married 
about  eight  months,  and  at  that  time  lay  in  a  very 
dangerous  fituation.  Her  hufband  told  me,  that 
about  half  a  year  before  his  marriage,  he  had  con¬ 
tracted  the  venereal  infedtion,  but  of  a  very  mild 
nature,  having  never  perceived  any  other  Symp¬ 
toms  than  a  running,  attended  with  a  fmall  heat  of 
urine.  He  faid  he  made  immediate  application  to 
a  certain  apothecary,  who  kept  him  under  a  phy- 
fical  difcipline  near  five  months  •,  at  the  end  of 
which  time,  having  frill  a  running,  he  ufed  an  in- 
jedtion,  but  was  allured  the  infedtion  was  certainly 
carried  off-,  which  he  was  induced  to  believe,  by 
the  running  flopping  foon  after  the  ufe  of  the  in¬ 
jection.  At  this  time  he  was  obliged  to  marry,  at 
the  particular  defire  of  his  friends  ;  and  about  fix 
weeks  after,  his  wife  began  to  complain  of  a  fevere 
fmarting  a'  the  time  oi  making  water,  and  alio  dif- 
covered  a  few  fpecks  of  matter  on  her  linen.:  thel’e 
fymptoms  daily  increasing,  a  confhernation  ieized 
the  unhappy  couple.  He  declared  that  he  was  in¬ 
nocent,  and  free  from  any  venereal  fymptoms;  but 
in  a  few  days  a  fmall  fwelling  a  role  in  one  of  his 
groins,  which  fhortly  appeared  a  manifeft  bubo. 
The  cauie  of  his  wife’s  complaint  was  now  ealily 
to  be  accounted  for :  he  had  never  been  cured,  and 

had 
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had  di {ordered  her.  Upon  this,  he  applied  to  a 
furgeon  of  his  acquaintance,  who  effe&ually  carried 
off  his  complaint  in  a  fhort  time.  But  to  return  to 
the  lady,  who  found  herfelf  with  child.  She  could 
not  be  perfuaded  to  take  any  relief  during  the 
whole  time  of  her  pregnancy :  however,  being  de¬ 
livered,  (he  confented  to  take  medicines,  as  foon  as 
the  month  of  her  lying  in  was  expired  ;  in  confe- 
qeence  of  which,  an  apothecary  was  called  in  (the 
furgeon  who  cured  the  hufband,  belonging  to  the 
army,  was  gone  to  join  his  regiment.)  The  apo¬ 
thecary  proceeded  after  the  ufual  method,  giving 
mercury  hand-over-head,  until  his  patient  was 
brought  to  a  ftate  which  he  confeffed,  “  required 
“  more  afiiftance  than  he  was  able  to  give.”  Her 
head,  chaps,  gums,  tongue,  eyes,  &c.  were  fwelled 
to  a  prodigious  fize,  and  the  difcharge  of  faliva  ex¬ 
tremely  trifling.  She  knew  no  one,  and  raved  in- 
ceffantly.  In  this  fituation  I  found  her,  and  really 
it  fomewhat  perplexed  me :  however,  as  there  was 
no  time  to  be  loft,  I  began  to  expel  the  mercury 
with  as  much  expedition  as  the  cafe  would  admit 
of.  In  a  few  days  I  was  fo  happy  as  to  find  the 
dangerous  fymptoms  much  abated,  the  fwelling 
being  a  good  deal  decreafed,  and  the  delirium  only 
at  intervals.  In  about  ten  or  twelve  days  all  dan¬ 
ger  was  partly  over,  but  the  patient  was  reduced 
extremely  low  :  therefore  as  foon  as  the  cafe  would 
permit,  1  introduced  my  medicines,  which,  in  about 
five  weeks,  performed  what  is  expedted  from  a 
falivation,  without  being  attended  with  any  of 
the  difagreeable  and  dangerous  circumftances  ;  fo 
that  my  patient  wanted  nothing  now  to  reinftate 
her  in  her  former  health,  but  a  little  proper  nourifh- 
menu 
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It  evidently  appears,  from  the  cafe  of  this  lady, 
how  cautious  we  (hould  be  in  giving  mercury  to 
patients  whofe  conftitutions  we  are  ftrangers  to. 
In  fome  people,  a  few  grains  will  have  the  moft  fur- 
prizing  effect.  I  have  known  a  perfon  thrown  into 
a  fpitting,  merely  by  papering  a  quantity  of  mer¬ 
curial  plaifter.  In  others,  I  have  known  it  ufed 
both  internally  and  externally,  to  a  quantity  almoft 
incredible,  without  fhewing  the  leaft  fymptom  of 
falivation :  therefore  it  is  evident  how  cautious  we 
fhould  be  in  adminiftcring  a  medicine  fo  uncertain 
in  its  operation.  Moreover,  the  complaints  it 
leaves  after  it  are  often  as  diftreffing  as  the  diforder 
for  which  it  was  adminiftered,  as  I  have  obferved 
before:  violent  acute  pains  in  the  head  or  limbs  arc 
frequently  the  refult  of  taking  mercury. 

An  ancient  writer,  in  a  diftertation  on  this  dif¬ 
order,  among  other  cafes  where  mercury  has  been 
prejudicial,  relates  one,  in  thclc  words :  44  A  man 
44  infc&ed  with  the  venereal  difeafe  was  put  under 
44  an  internal  courfe  of  mercurials;  but  after  the 
44  fecond  or  third  dofe,  one  of  his  inteftines  burl!, 
44  of  which  he  died.,, 

By  an  injudicious  ufe  of  if,  whether  outwardly 
applied,  or  inwardly  taken,  the  rerves  arc  likewile 
afttdted,  whence  fpafms,  palfie%  and  too  great  an 
attenuation  of  the  fluids,  which  often  bring  on  a 
fatal  falivatior,  ulcers  in  the  mouth  and  throat,  and 
incurable  loolcncis. 

Mercury  judicioufty  adminiftered  is,  however, 
undoubtedly  a  moft  excellent  medicine :  it  <  pens 
the  pores,  lmall  vciTe's,  and  dudts  of  the  glands;- 
reibives  obftrudtcd  humours,  attenuates  thole  which 
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are  too  thick  and  vifeid,  efpecially  the  lymph.  On 
all  thefe  accounts,  it  is  found  of  Angular  fervice  in 
tumours*  fwelled  glands,  a  fchirrhOus  fpleen,  me- 
fentery,  or  liver,  ganglions  ftruma,  and  other  fucfeh 
difeafes. 

.  h 

U 

Many  Angular  good  propertied  mercury  is  pof- 
feiTed  of :  at  the  fame  time,  if  it  is  not  ufed  with 
the  greateil  accuracy^  efpecially  in  venereal  com¬ 
plaints,  it  fliould  be  dreaded  as  much  as  arfenic  f 
and  1  cannot  avoid  faying*  I  have  feen  many  lafe 
and  effectual  cures  performed  without  it.  For  mv 
own  part,  I  have  utterly  renounced  the  internal  ufe' 
of  it  in  the  venereal  difeafe  (except  in  home  parti¬ 
cular  cafes),  which  relolution  I  can  never  deviate 
from,  while  I  am  fo  happy  as  to  have  difcovered  a 
method  which  has  had  fuch  fuccefs. 

In  a  flight  cafe  (I  mean,  where  there  is  only  a 
running  of  matter  from  the  urethra,  attended  with 
a  heat  of  urine),  the  patient  taking  the  Specific 
Drops,  as  already  directed,  and  making  ufe  of  the 
gentle  cathartic  about  twice  a  week,  the  complaint 
will  abfolutely  be  carried  off  in  a  few  days,  without 
any  farther  inconvenience ;  and  as  it  acts  as  an  ab- 
folute  antidote,  and  operates  principally  as  a  diu¬ 
retic,  the  urinary  paflage,  which  is  the  feat  of  the 
fir  ft  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  being  conftantly  kept 
cleanfed,  it  is  indifputably  the  moft  eafy  and  efrcc- 
tual  method  of  eradicating  the  venereal  virus, 
without  diftrefling  the  patient  with  naufeous  loads 
of  pills,  bolulTcs,  draughts,  electuaries,  &c.  &c. 
&c.  which  are  ‘not  only  horridly  difagrecable  to  the 
palate  and  ftomach,  bur,  by.  their  violent  operation, 
rack  the  conflitution*  to  an  irretrievable  ltate.  If 
we  but  confider  maturely  the  nature  of  the  venereal 

virus. 


[  25  ] 


virus,  and  how  it  affedts  the  parts  by  which  it  h 
received,  we  can  no  longer  be  at  a  lofs  to  conclude 
how  enential  a  medicine.,  compofed  of  a  diuretic 
and  fudorific  quality,  is  for  carrying  off  the  infec¬ 
tion.  Let  us  but  remark  the  obfl-r various  of  the  ' 
ingenious  Monfieur  Boteau,  an  eminent  French 
furgeon,  who  wrote  r.  very  learned  treatife  on  the 
venereal  diFeafe.  In  his  defeription  of  the  venereal 
virus,  he  fays  as  follows  *  44  The  venereal  virus, 

44  examined  with  a  microfcope,  appears  to  be  loaded 
44  with  fmall  fpicula,  like  little  thorns  :  this  in- 
44  fedtlous  matter,  in  the  act  of  coition,  is  conveyed 
46  to  either  the  man  or  woman.  The  fpicula  keep 
44  irritating  the  tender  parts,  which  is  the  caufe  of 
44  the  titiliation  that  is  felt  foon  after  the  infedlion 
44  is  caught,  until  a  general  inflammation  takes 
44  place  along  the  urethra ;  this  inflames,  fvvells, 

44  and  at  length  breaks,  and  comes  to  a  fuppura- 
44  tion  the  dTcllarge  from  which  is  the  matter  that 
44  appears  on  the  linen,  when  the  patient  is  what  is 
44  vulgarly  called  clappeJ.  It  eats  and  lpreads,  and 
44  the  difeharge  daily  increales,  which  excoriates 
44  as  it  palfes  ^  and  this  is  the  caufe  of  the  running. 

44  The  urine,  which  is  compofed  of  the  faline,  acrid 
44  particles  of  the  blood,  palling  over  the  ulcerated 
44  parts,  gives  the  patient  intolerable  pain  *,  from 
44  hence  is  the  caufe  of  what  is  improperly  called 
44  heat  of  urine 

This  ingenious  gentleman  goes  on  with  inform¬ 
ing  us  how  highly  neceffary  it  is  to  adminifler  a 
proper  diuretic  on  this  occafion. 

In  what  Monfieur  Boteau  fays  on  this  fubjeff, 
we  mull 'allow  he  argues  with  great  judgment. 
For  my  own  part,  the  experience  1  have  acquired 
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in  treating  the  difeafe  convinces  me  of  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  it ;  and  the  medicine  I  make  ufe  o f, 
and  now  offer  to  the  public,  dilutes  and  attenuates 
the  blood  and  other  juices,  difpofing  their  more 
lerous  and  humid  parts  to  go  off  in  great  quan¬ 
tities  through  the  urinary  paffages,  and  alio  to 
carry  along  with  them  the  dregs  and  impurities 
of  thole  fluids.  This  medicine  is  of  a  texture  fo 
loofe  and  diffoluble,  that  it  mixes  moil  intimately 
with  the  blood,  and  fo  faturates  the  whole  mafs, 
that .  if  any  taint  or  contagion  has  infedled  the 
juices,  or  lies  lurking  in  the  frnall  veflels,  this 
remedy  caofes  a  diifolution  of  the  virulency,  wafhes 
it  away  irorn  the  habit,  and  expels  it  by  the  urinary 
channels. 

It  is  a  compofidon  of  ingredients,  whofe  ufe  re¬ 
quires  no  confinement  or  trouble;  fo  innocent,  that 
it  m  y  be  taken  with  great  advantage  in  fevers  ;  and 
yet  fo  effectual,  that  it  thoroughly  cures  the  clap, 
carrying  off,  in  a  little  time,  the  chordee  and  lharp- 
rsefs  of  the  urine,  its  uneafy  attendants,  and  indelible 
marks  of  the  taint,  which  never  disappear  till  the 
virus  is  lubdued. 

Thefe  fymptoms  have  conftantiy  governed  my 
conduct  in  the  cure  of  a  clap  :  while  they  are  pre¬ 
lent,  the  virus  is  in  the  urethra  *,  and  he  who  pre- 
icribes  at  this  time  balfamic,  drying,  or  ailringent 
things,  in  any  form  whatever,  either  does  not  under- 
Hand  the  nature  of  the  diieaie,  or  puts  the  patient 
to  the  hazard  of  a  pox,  that  he  may  have  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  curing  with  fpeed. 

In  fine,  the  Specific  Drops  anfwer  exadlly  the 
directions  of  the  great  Botrnaave,  viz.  it  is  a  medi¬ 
cine 
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cine  that  will  communicate  itfelf  to  all  the  circu¬ 
lating  juices  of  the  body,  freeing  them  from  their 
viicidities,  and  carrying  oft  their  impurities  by  urine, 
without  relaxing  the  parts ;  performing  a  perfect 
cure,  free  from  the  apprelienfton  of  pox  or  gleet, 
and  requires  no  very  particular  management  as.to 
diet  or  exercife,  nor  reftraint  of  any  kind,  except 
from  exceffes  and  coition. 

After  a  courfe  of  mercurials  externally  or  inter¬ 
nally  ufed,  the  patient  is  often  moldted  with  ulcers, 
rhagades  about  the  anus,  tophs,  nodes,  gangli, 
and  gummata ;  but  eipecially  pains  reiemoiing 
rheumatic  pains,  either  fixed  cr  wandering,  and 
owing  their  origin  to  the  venereal  infection,  or  the 
relics  of  mercury  not  properly  carried  off.  In 
this  cafe  I  have  known  my  medicine  perform 
wonders  *.  in  fome,  theie  irkfome  complaints  have 
been  effectually  removed :  in  others,  by  tne  ufe 
of  it,  life  has  been  made  fomewhat  more  fup- 
portable. 

A  remarkable  cure  performed  by  the  Specific 
Drops.  Some  time  ago,  a  trooper  came  to  adviie 
with  me  t  his  diforder  was  as  follows.  He  told  me, 
that  about  four  years  before  he  called  on  me,  he  * 
had  contracted  the  venereal  difeafe,  which  he  neg¬ 
lected  as  long  as  he  was  able  to  do  his  duty  •,  he 
then  was  falivated,  and  all  the  lymptoms  went  oft. 

In  about  a  month  after  this  he  perceived  a  flight 
pain  juLt  at  the  entrance  of  the  anus,  which  gra¬ 
dually  increaled  to  a  violent  degree,  and  extended 
all  along  the  genital  parts.  1.  his  complaint  was 
fo  intolerable,  that  he  went  through  another  ialiva- 
tion.  As  foon  as  the  mercury  began  to  operate,  the 
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pain  was  removed*,  but  in  a  little  time  after  the 
cou'rfe  was  over,  it  returned 'with  the  ufual  violence: 
however,  he  fobmitted  to  four  fucceffive  falivations, 
yet  all  to  no  purpofe.  He  alfo  told  me  he  had  ufed 
the  bougies  to  no  effedt,  but  rather  increafing  than 
diminifhing  the  pain.  In  this  fituation  he  applied 
to  me,  and  I  really  muft  fay,  I  had  but  little  hopes 
of  relieving  him  ^  but  as  he  earnefdy  intreated  1 
would  conlider  of  feme  means  to  abate  the  fevere 
agony  he  was  in,  efpecially  in  making  water,  I  he- 
gan  with  giving  him  the  Specific  Drops :  a  few 
bottles  gave  him  eafe,  and  in  about  three  weeks  or 
a  month,  this  complaint,  that  had  baffled  all  the 
efforts  of  mercury,  was  utterly  diffipated.  It  is 
about  nine  months  fince  he  left  off  taking  the 
Drops :  he  called  on  me  the  other  day  with  a 
patient,  and  told  me,  he  had  not  felt  the  leaf!  fymp- 
toms  of  the  dilbrder  fince. 

Another  cafe,  where  the  fingular  effedt  of  the 
Specific  Drops .  appears,  .  viz.  The  fteward  of  a 
nobleman  having  caught  the  venereal  infedtion,  by 
ill  treatment  It  became  a  confirmed  pox,  for  which 
he  was  falivated  ;  but  an  obltinate  ulcer  fixed  itlelf 
in  the  throat,  which  would  not  yield  to  fumigation, 
or  any  other  methods  that  v/ere  tried  with  it. 
Some  time  ago  he  came  to  me  ;  I  gave  him  my  me¬ 
dicine,  and  ufed  a  trifling  gargle  :  in  a  month,  the 
ulcer  intirely  difappeared,  and  he  has  remained  well 
ever  fince. 

Many  cafes  have  proved  the  excellency  of  this 
medicine :  nor  is  it  confined  to  the  venereal  in- 
fedticn  alone,  for  I  have  tried  the  efficacy  of  it  ia 
other  cliiorders,  and  found  it  of  infinite  fervice  in 
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the  following  complaints  :  the  fluor  aWus% .  or  wMisS^ 
a  difeafe  incident  to  women  :  alfo  the  rheumatifm, 
gout,  fcurvy,  and  king’s  evil,  in  which  it  an- 
fwered  better  than  the  chain  of  remedies  gene¬ 
rally  made  ufc  of  on  thofe  occafions.  Moreover, 

I  can  aver,  that  this  medicine  never  did  any  harm 
to  a  patient,  which  is  more  than  can  be  laid  of 
many  others. 

I  muft  alfo  obferve,  that  this  medicine  may  be 
taken  by  women  in  their  pregnancy  ;  fo  that/  in. 
cafe  they  are  dilbrdered,  the  infedtion  may  be  era. 
dicatea  with  eafe  and  fafety,  without  waiting  till 
after  delivery ;  which  is  often  the  occafion  of  chil¬ 
dren  dying  miferable  objedts,  and  the  conftitutions 
of  the  women  being  feverely  wrecked. 

Before  I  conclude  this  treatife,  I  will,  for  the 
perufal  and  relief  of  the  ah! idled,  make  fome  ob- 
i'ervations  on  a  diforder  which  generally  follows  a 
venereal  complaint,  where  thofe  deftrudtive  me¬ 
thods,  ftrong  purging,  or  mercurials,  have  been 
ufed.  This  is  a  gleet,  or  weaknefs  occafioned  alfo 
by  that  horrid  and  word  of  habits,  felf-pollution  5 
which  often  reduces  the  patient  to  fo  defponding 
a  (late,  as  to  render  life  almoft  an  unfupporrable  t  , 
burthen. 

:  # 

» 

During  the  courfe  of  my  pradlice,  having  been 
applied  to  by  many  miferable  objedts  labouring 
under  itubbom  gleets  and  weakneffes,  and  fome- 
times  total  debilitation,  occafioned  by  fevere  treat¬ 
ment  in  the  venereal  difeafe,  frequent  debauches, 
or  felf-abufe,  I  was  induced  to  cenlider  of  fome 
means  to  relieve  them.  1  tried  a  number  of  com- 

politic  ns. 
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positions,  until  at  length  experience  difcovercd  to¬ 
me  one  poiTeffed  of  every  ialutary  quality  which 
is  required  for  the  effectual  removing  fuch  com¬ 
plaints. 

»  - 

But  before  I  proceed  to  an  account  of  this  medi¬ 
cine,  it  will  firft  be  necelfary  to  explain  the  nature 
and  fymptoms  of  a  gleet,  and  alfo  in  what  manner 
the  patient  is  affedted,  when  the  diforder  arifes  from 
felf pollution. 


-sr 
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Brief  Observations  on  Gleets,  Seminal 
Weaknesses,  the  Causes  of  Impotency, 
and  the  mi  (enable  Complaints  occafioned  by  that 
det fable  Vice ,  Self-Pollution,  or  too  early 
ana  excejjive  Venery .  Dt reeling  a  Metkod  of 
Cure  ejtablijhed  on  reiterated  Experience . 

t 

,/ 

Nihil  eft  malum,  nifi  quod  turpe  aut  vitiofum  eft.  Cic. 

There  is  nothing  bad,  but  what  tends  to  corrupt  «r  injure 
the  mind. 

H  E  above  quotation,  I  flatter  myfelf,  will 


fufliciently  authorize,  or,  at  leaft,  take  off 


any  imputation  of  indecency  for  my  offering  to 
public  view  an  efiay  on  the  above  fubjebt.  I  beg 
leave  to  point  out  many  delufive  practices  daily 
made  ufe  of  by  Empirics,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  recommend  a  fpeedy,  faf.,  and  certain  remedy, 
which  many  have  experienced  to  their  inexpn  flfibje 
fatisfaction  :  the  fuccefs  of  which  induce.!  me  to 
publifn  this  Tradt,  on  which,  as  foon  as  time  will 
permk,  the  fubjedf  fhall  be  more  amply  enlarged. 
— But  to  proceed. 

I  /  *  /  * 

Of  all  the  diforders  that  afffft  the  human  body. 


pru&ice  in  the  cu-e  of  venereal  complanus  has 
furmihed  me  with  a  lufficient  number  of  onjeds 
labouring  under  obitmate  gieers,  imbecillities,  6tc. 
anflng  from  different  cauie^,  to  renuer  me  not  only 
a  competent  judge  of  thole  diiorders,  but  to  enable 


me 


[  32  J 


me  alfo  to  form  an  eaff,  fafe,  and  rational  method 
of  cure  j  I  mean  for  thofe  whole  confiitutions  are 
not  reduced  beyond  the  power  of  art  to  retrieve. 

Experience  (the  eftablifhed  foundation  of  phyfie) 
h  the  only  true  path  to  guide  the  practitioner  to  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  difeafes,  and  the  methods 
of  cure.  With  fubmiffioi:  to  my  brethren  of  the 
faculty,  they  muft  confefs,  that  the  curing  gleets 
■mid  ieminal  difcharges  have  given  them  more  trou¬ 
ble  than  the  molt  acute  diforders ;  and  numbers 
who  have  laboured  under  the  fame,  by  applying  to 
Empirics,  have  been  loaded  with  naufeous  medi¬ 
cines,  without  any  effeCt  but  that  of  defpondency, 
foon  after  fucceeded  by  a  total  diffolution  of  the 
emaciated  patient. 

With  refpeCt  to  gleets  and  feminal  difcharges, 
ariiing  from  various  caufes,  it  is  neceffary  to  take 
notice  of  the  different  fymptoms  in  fo  diftinct  a 
manner,  as  to  furnifh  my  readers  with  a  proper  idea 
of  the  different  fpecies  of  thofe  diforders  ^  that  they 
may,  with  the  greateft  certainty,  afcertain  what  part 
of  malignancy  they  labour  under. 

Therefore,  firft,  of  the  Venereal  Gleet. 

A  venereal  gleet  is  an  obftinate  continuance  of 
a  running,  after  all  the  fymptoms  of  the  infection 
are  removed.  The  difeharge  from  the  urethra  in 
men,  and  the  vagina  in  women,  that  fucceeds  a 
■virulent  gonorrhoea,  is  comprehended  as  a  gleet,  of 
which  there  are  two  fpecies,  their  caufes  being  far 
different  from  one  another:  the  one  proceeds  from 
the  relaxation  or  erofion  of  the  excretory  duCts  that 
open  into  the  urethra  $  the  other,  from  ulcers  that 
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remain  in  the  paffages  after  the  virulency  of  the 
gonorrhoea  has  been  carried  off. 

Thcfe  ulcers  are  flared  indifferently  in  any  part 
of  the  uretjira  •,  but  wherefoever  they  are  fixed, 
they  furnifh  a  dilcharge  of  fomp  fort  or  other  :  if 
they  are  foul,  the  dilcharge  will  be  thin,  yellow, 
and  fometimes  greenifh,  and  now  and  then  tinged 
with  blood,  especially  after  a  debauch,.  If  thefe 
ulcers  are  clean,  the  difeharge  will  be  white,  thick, 
and  fometimes  clammy,  and  the  dilcharge  more 
or  lets,  according  to  their  fize  and  number :  if  they 
are  few,  or  only  one,  and  frmll,  the  dilcharge  will 
be  lefs  confiderable.  In  the  iaft  cafe,  the  excretory 
d lifts  of  the  feminal  veffels  and  proftate  glands  will 
be  eroded,  and  the  gleet  will  be  partly  feminal, 
and  partly  matter. 

This  fpecies  of  a  gleet  which  ariles  from  ulcers, 
is  not  attended  with  the  fymptoms  of  debility,  as  if 
wholly  feminal. 


There  is  another  fpecics  of  gleet  that  attends  the 
female  lex,  called  by  them  the  whites:  it  arifes  from 
a  laxnefs  of  the  glands  of  the  womb,  and  a  cold 
pituitous  blood,  that,  inilead  of  the  menftrual  dif- 
charges,  ilfues  out  a  (limy  yellow  matter,  not  much 
unlike  the  running  of  a  gonorrhoea,  and  ib  near 
akin,  as  hardly  to  be  diftinguifhed  *  and  is  fome¬ 
times  attended  with  luch  a  ibarpnelV  as  to  make  it 
dangerous  for  men  to  have  any  venereal  mtercouries 
with  them  at  thele  times.  This  diforder  is  fre¬ 
quently  the  caufe  of  barrennefs,  and  brings  on 
many  other  difeafes,  which,  often  terminate  in  a 
confumption. 
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A  gleet  may  te  occafioned  either  by  long-' 
continued,  violent,  and  repeated  gonorrhoeas,  the 
taking  of  ftrong  purges,  exceflive,  or  too  early 
venery,  or  by  that  deteftable  practice,  felf-pollu- 
tion.  It  generally  appears  when  the  patient  is 
raifed  by  venereal  ideas  in  making  water,  or  in 
going  to  ftool  j  and  in  this  cafe  the  affiided  is 
frequently  troubled  with  involuntary  nocturnal 
emiflions. 

If  there  be  a  conftant  gleeting  of  the  feminal 
homours,  though  ever  fo  fmall,  the  patient  will  be 
but  feldom  ftimulated  to  venery. 

If  the  feminal  difeharge  be  not  continual,  but 
only  returns  at  particular  times,  the  difinclination 
to  venery  will  be  much  lefs  than  in  the  former  cafe: 
but  whenever  an  eredion  happens,  the  femen  will 
be  di (charged  fooner  than  it  ought  *  and  the  ftimu- 
lus  to  venery  being  by  that  means  taken  off,  the 
yard  will  become  flaccid,  fo  as  to  hinder  the  ad  of 
coition. 

And  if  the  feminal  difeharge  be  very  great* 
whether  by  way  of  running,  or  from  nodurnal 
emiflions ;  in  either  cafe,  the  balfamic  and  fpi- 
rituous  part  of  the  blood  will  be  gradually  ex¬ 
ha  lifted,  fo  as  to  render  the  parts  of  generation 
totally  debilitated. 

.  i 

The  complaints  that  attend  this  fpecies  of  gleets 
are  in  fome  meafure  fimilar  to  thole  occafioned  by 
that  horrid  unmanly  vice,  felf-pollution ;  a  vice 
fhocking  as  indelicate  to  the  ear*,  a  vice  produc¬ 
tive  of  the  moil  deplorable  d  borders,  and  of  fo 
abominable  a  nature,  that  I  ihould  willingly  omit 
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*he  lead  intimation  thereof,  to  avoid  injuring  the 
delicacy  of  my  reader,  had  not  a  feries  of  luccefs- 
ful  practice  crowded  me  with  an  incredible  number 
of  unhappy  people  addicted  to  this  enormous 
crim  ,  which  brought  on  the  mod  difmal  difeafes, 
fuch  as  vertigoes,  or  giddinels  in  the  head,  with 
din  nefs  of  fight,  apoplexies,  palfies,  lethargies, 
lots  of  memory,  lownels  of  fpirits,  a  tabes  dorfalis* 
or  confumption  in  the  back  ^  in  fhort,  a  concate¬ 
nation  of  every  thing  prejudicial  to  the  human 
frame. 

By  it  the  whole  nervous  fydem  becomes  im- 
poverifhed,  with  an  utter  impotence  for  venereal 
enjoyments,  the  health  and  vigour  being  fo  preci¬ 
pitately  exhauded,  an  immature  old  age  mud  ine¬ 
vitably  enfue  ^  the  certain  relult  of  thefe  execrable 
and  inordinate  padions,  even  in  the  very  bloom  of 
youth  :  and  I  a  dure  the  reader,  with  the  greated 
veracity,  that  this  vice,  too  early  or  excedive  ve- 
nery,  and  the  venereal  difeafe  (with  the  adi dance 
of  mercury),  increafe  the  bills  of  mortality  more 
than  all  the  diforders  incident  to  the  human  body: 
nor  is  it  in  the  lead  to  be  wondered  at ;  for  reafon 
(which  ought  to  be  our  chief  and  only  guide) 
didiates  to  us,  that  the  femen  is  the  very  edence 
of  ftrength  ;  and  renders  us  adtive,  fprightly,  and 
fit  for  the  different  occupations  in  life;  but  when 
drained  of  that  prolific  juice,  our  conditutions  are 
rendered  old,  we  become  languid  and  pale,  the 
limbs  weak,  and  incapacitated  to  perform  their 
feveral  functions.  For  indance ;  if  the  afflidied 
walks  but  a  little  way,  he  is  fcon  wearied,  and 
affedled  with  pains  in  the  head,  neck  and  fhoulders; 
the  fmail  of  the  back,  hips  and  thighs,  tediclcs,  &c. 
a  coldnefs  to  the  adt  of  coition,  and  frequently  a 
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total  inability  is  the  confequence,  That  great  au¬ 
thor  Celfus  very  juilly  obferves,  “  We  fhoulcl  care- 
“  fully  avoid  making  too  free,  or  lavifhly  parting 
“  with,  what  would  be  our  principal  relief  in  fick- 
“  neis.”  Therefore,  when  we  are  attacked  with 
acute  diforders,  we  mult  inevitably  fubmit  to  their 
force,  for  want  of  the  effential  fupply  to  invigorate 
the  animal  fpirits. 

I  could  quote  many  eminent  authors,  who  all 
coincide  with  what  I  here  mention  ;  but  as  divers 
quotations  might  rather  puzzle  and  perplex  the  rea¬ 
der  than  elucidate  the  difcourfe,  I  have,  for  the  more 
ealy  conception  of  every  capacity,  (leered  clear  of 
crowding  this  treatife  with  fuperfluons  matter,  which 
many  productions  abound  with  $  a  fure  token  of  a 
real  want  of  judgment  or  knowledge  in  phyfic  ;  as  a 
fubterfuge  for  which,  they  have  recourfe  to  any  au¬ 
thor  to  fupply  their  defeats. 

I  fliall  now  add  fome  lingular  inftances  which 
have  occurred  in  my  practice.  And  firit,  with  re¬ 
in  eft  to  the  fubjedls  lail  mentioned. 

A  gentleman  between  twenty  and  thirty  years 
of  age,  who  was,  from  his  infancy,  naturally  en¬ 
dowed  with  a  robuft  conftiturion,  till  he  arrived  at 
an  age  when  nature  begins  to  ripen  (which  fhould, 
at  that  crifis  particularly,  be  preferred  to  perfect 
manhood)  though  by  him  was  moil  fhamefully 
abufed  by  this  too  frequent  vice  being  pointed  out 
to  him  by  a  fchool-fellow,  and  which  he  repeated 
for  many  years,  till  his  conftitution  became  totally 
emaciated,  and  his  perfoii  a  mere  lhadow  of  exiil- 
ence.  He  was  given  up  by  feveral  of  the  faculty 
as  incurable.  Having  heard  of  my  reftorativc 
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remedy,  and  its  many  extraordinary  cures,  he  was 
induced  to  apply  to  me.  Upon  my  examining 
thoroughly  his  complaints,  I  muft  confels  I  was 
very  dubious  of  the  power  of  medicine  to  relieve 
him:  however,  by  the  affiftance  of  my  reiterative 
medicine,  he  obtained,  I  may  fay,  a  miraculous 
cure. 

I  ftiall  now  obferve  an  inltance,  as  well  of  the  bad, 
effedts,  of,  as  of  too  early  excefs  of  venereal  enjoy¬ 
ments.  A  young  man,  who  had  been  greatly  ad- 
didted  thereto,  became  fo  reduced  and  defedtive,  as 
not  to  be  able  to  enjoy  the  embraces  of  the  fair  fex 
for  a  confiderable  time  *,  having  brought  on  himfelf 
a  diforder,  I  mean  that  of  impotency,  of  which  there 
are  three  fpecies.  *  * 

The  firft,  in  which  cafe  there  is  frequently  a 
itrong  eredtion,  though  no  emiflion  •,  or,  if  any,  a 
thin  watery  fluid,  and  even  then  in  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  :  this  ariles  from  a  more  clofe  union  than 
before  of  the  excretory  dudts  of  the  lemmal  vet- 
fels,  the  natural  confequence  of  aftringent  injec¬ 
tions,  &x.  &c. 

The  fecond  fpecies  of  this  diforder  is,  when  the 
femen  is  difeharged  without  any  fenfation  of  plea- 
fure ;  the  eredtion  being  not  natural,  occa honed 
by  a  too  great  extenflon  or  relaxation  of  the  excre¬ 
tory  dudts  before  mentioned,  derived  from  a  go¬ 
norrhoea,  by  ill  treatment,  the  negledt  of  a  patient, 
exceflive  venery,  or  fclf ■•pollution. 

The  lalt  fpecies  of  this  diforder  is,  when  the 
penis  is  weak  and  languid,  utterly  incapable  of 
eredtion.  This  frequently  happens  from  two  caufes, 
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Firft,  when  the  feminal  veffels  are  become  callous, 
or  filled -with  fungous  flefh  ;  by  which  means  they 
are  but  little,  if  in  the  leaft  degree,  ftimulated  by 
the  femen  that  is  collected  in  them.  The  fecond 
caufe  confilts  in  a  paralytic  relaxation  of  the  genital 
mufcles,  by  whole  afliftance  the  penis  acquires  its 
rigidity  and  tenfion. 

But  to  return  to  the  patient.  I  found,  on  exa¬ 
mination,  that  he  principally  laboured  under  the 
complaints  that  attend  the  fecond  fpecies  of  impo- 
tency.  He  told  me,  that  unfortunately  having  an 
engagement  on  his  hands  that  frequently  obliged 
him  to  venereal  carreffes,  and  having  formerly 
abufed  himfelf  by  felf- pollution,  his  vigour  gra¬ 
dually  declined  till  at  length  he  became  almoft  de¬ 
bilitated.  In  this  fituation  he  purchafed  an  empiri¬ 
cal  compofition ;  a  compofition  fet  off  with  all  the 
art  of  rhetoric  to  enforce  on  the  public  its  efficacy  ; 
which,  to  his  forrow,  totally  debilitated  him  :  for 
having  taken  a  dofe  going  to  bed,  according  to  the 
directions  given  him,  in  about  an  hour  after  he 
was  feized  with  molt  excruciating  pain  in  the  genh 
tal  parts,  attended  with  a  violent  priapifm.  Though 
great  the  pain,  he  bore  it  with  uncommon  pa¬ 
tience,  as,  by  the  ftrength  of  erection,  he  flattered 
himfelf  he  could  perform  wpnders  *,  which  he  was 
prompted  to  attempt,  by  an  immenfity  of  furious 
efforts ;  by  which  means  he  almoft  killed  himfelf, 
as  v/ell  as  his  female  partner*,  for  he  was  imme¬ 
diately  attacked  with  a  ftrangury,  followed  by  a 
delirium,  fo  that  his  life  was  defpaired  of.  A  phy^ 
fician  was  fent  for,  who,  in  fome  meafure,  relieved 
him  *,  and  he  voided  from  the  urethra  a  quantity 
of  blood  and  fpungy  flefh,  accompanied  with  faint¬ 
ing  fits.  For  three  weeks  he  was  confined  to  his 

chamber. 
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chamber,  the  animal  fpirits  being  quite  exhaufted 
by  a  frequent  difcharge  of  blood,  urine,  &c.  As 
foon  as  thefe  complaints  began  to  alleviate,  they 
were  followed  by  others  of  equally  as  diftrefllng  a 
nature,  fuch  as,  diurnal  and  noCturnal  emifhons  of 
the  femen  to  an  incredible  degree;  the  penis  became 
quite  flaccid,  with  a  vehement  pain  and  tenfion  in 
the  tefticles  ;  his  fight  greatly  impaired,  infomuch 
that  he  could  neither  read  nor  write,  but  tears  ifiued 
from  his  eyes,  attended  with  a  pain  over  the  eye¬ 
brows,  as  if  compreffed  by  a  weight ;  and  an  infinite 
number  of  other  painful  afflictions. 

I  gave  him  my  reftorative  medicine,  with  the  ne- 
ceffary  rules  for  a  nourilhing  regimen,  which  had 
the  happy  effeCt,  in  about  fix  weeks  to  remove  die 
fymptoms  :  the  ermflions  were  confiderabiy  decrealed, 
and,  in  fome  meafure,  he  relumed  his  former  vigour, 
though  he  has  ever  fince  lultained  a  great  lofs  of 
memorv.  . 

...  j 

I  cannot  forbear  taking  notice  of  the  fhocklng 
cffeCts  of  ftimulating  medicines,  the  preparations  of 
cantharides  adminiftered  by  quacks  to  excite  Juft, 
which  they  effeCt  by  irritating  the  tender  parts  of 
generation,  and  occasioning  a  Emulation ;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  deltroy  the  elfential  quaiiheation,  by 
leaving  the  parts  utterly  incapacitated. 

Mr.  Quincy  fays,  that  in  MeckererPs  Obferva- 
tions  (among  other  ftrange  inifances  of  their  effeCls 
this  way)  he  mentions  a  man  who,  by  taking  a  dole 
of  cantharides,  was  fo  enflamed,  that  though  he 
had  almolt  killed  his  wife,  who  declared  to  the  phy- 
licians,  who  were  fent  for  next  day,  that  he  that 
night  fepties  bortum  fodivit ;  yet  he  continued  even 

in 
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in  diffraction  with  frefh  rage,  until  he  died  delirious. 
Such  muft  have  Hbeen  the  fate  of  the  perfon  whole 
cafe  I  before  mentioned,  had  it  not  beeA  prevented 
by  proper  affiftance. 

With  refpedt  to  the  various  compolitions  offered 
to  the  public,  pretending  to  cure  gleets,  feminal 
weaknefs,  impotency,  &c.  &c.  I  have  made  a 
thorough  analyfis  of  them,  and  always  found  them 
to  confift  chiefly  of  cantharides,  which,  I  think, 
ir-ne  but  madmen  would  attempt  venturing  on ; 
fo  although  they  excite  a  luftful  defirc,  by  Simu¬ 
lating  and  forcing*  the  veffels,  they  prevent  all  na¬ 
tural  vigour,  and  frequently  leave  the  parts  in  an 
irretrievable  ftate. 

Another  inflance  of  their  dangerous  effe&s.  A 
few  years  ago  I  was  called  to  a  lady,  who  had  beefo 
married  a  conliderable  time,  without  having  a 
child.  Being  very  defirous  to  become  a  mother, 
and  imagining  herfelf  defective,  Ihe  had  been  in¬ 
duced  to  purchafe  an  advertifed  medicine  *,  which 
is  recommended  to  the  lair  fex,  to  caufe  immediate 
conception.  She  accordingly  took  a  dofe,  and  in 
Ids  than  an  hour  was  feized  with  a  violent  uterine 
fever.  In  this  fltuation  I  found  her  *,  and  Ihe  be¬ 
ing  of  a  very  delicate  conftitution,  I  apprehended, 
from  what  fhe  had  taken,  that  convulsions  and  a 
delirium  would  next  follow,  and  nothing^but  death 
could  relieve  her.  However,  dangerous  as  the 
circumftances  appeared,  by  my  adminilfering  the 
proper  antidotes,  I  was  happily  deceived  in  my 
conjectures ;  for,  by  an  afflux  of  blood  from  the 
uterus,  or  womb,  the  malignant  fymptoms  began 

*  Mrs.  G — h — #7, 
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to  abate  *,  but  {he  was  reduced  fo  loiv,  that  it  ter* 
minated  in  a  nervous  diforder,  and  it  was  upwards 
of  fix  months  before  the  power  of  medicine  and 
country  air  could  reinftate  her  in  her  former  health. 

It  evidently  appears  from  the  caie  of  the  gentle¬ 
man,  as  well  as  rhat  of  the  lady,  how  cautious  wei 
fhould  be  in  taking  advertifed  medicines,  efpecially 
without  firft  knowing  the  abilities  of  the  author  ; 
and  1  cannot  avoid  faying,  it  is  a  great  remiflhefs 
in  our  excellent  police  not  to  inipedt  more  clolely 
the  publifhed  medicines  and  their  proprietors,  as 
it  is  notorioufly  known  that  this  metropolis  abounds 
with  illiterate  pretenders  to  phyfic.  Some  of  thefe 
gentry  conceal  their  names  and  places  of  abode, 
under  pretence  of  being  cenfured  for  quackifrn, 
and  appoint  their  pernicious  compofitions  to  be 
fold  at  bookfellers,  toy- (hops,  &c.  But  the  real 
truth  is,  being  confcious  of  their  own  ignorance, 
they  do  it  to  fhun  an  examination,  even  from  their 
very  patients ;  and  for  mere  lucrative  views,  flab 
their  fellow-creatures  in  the  dark. 


I  flatter  myfelf  I  have  now  given  fufficient  rea- 
fons,  as  well  as  fome  inltances,  to  deter  our  un¬ 
thinking  youth,  and  others,  from  exhaufting  their 
ftrength  too  precipitately,  and  bringing  thcm- 
felves  to  a  premature  death ;  which  mult  inevi* 
tably  be  the  confequence,  by"  the  diforders  that 
never  fail  to  enfue  from  being  too  much  add  idled 
to  venery,  more  efpecially  from  that  horrid  crime 
felf- pollution,  which  mult  terminate  in  not  only 
cutting  fhort  the  thread  of  life,  but  in  the  interim, 
will  be  attended  with  a  feries  of  fuch  direful 
effedts,  as  mult  render  them  the  moll  miferable. 
objedts  breathing,  finking  uader  the  complicated 
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wretched  nefs  of  defperate  difeafes,  without  the 
leaff  gleam  of  hope  in  this  life,  and  in  a  manner 
incapable  of  preparing  themfdves  for  a  future 
Hate. 

I  have  here,  without  the  leaft  exaggeration, 
pointed  out  the  delufive  pleafures  made  ufe  of  by 
many,  and  fet  forth  the  malignant  effe<ffs  thereof  •, 
and  I  hope,  and  doubt  not,  but  thole  who  read 
this  treatife,  efpecialiy  thofe  who  have  addicted 
themfelves  to  this  horrid  cuftom,  will  know,  from 
experience,  that  what  I  have  afferted  is  not  the 
refuk  of  whim,  but  authenticated  by  the  many 
difmai  fpebfacles  which  too  frequently  prefent 
themfelves,  acknowledging  their  guilt  of  fuch  un¬ 
manly  and  pernicious  practices.  Obferving,  Par- 
cere  nominibus ,  &  dicer e  de  vitiis ;  carefully  conceal¬ 
ing  names  and  perfons,  though  treating  of  their 
vices,  can  give  no  offence,  but  may  be  a  means,  I 
hope,  to  Hop  this  abominable  practice,  as  every  one, 
with  the  lead;  reheftion,  mull  fhudder  at  the  bare 
apprehenfion  of  the  dangerous  confequences  re¬ 
fill  ting  therefrom.  I  hope  I  have  endeavoured  to 
render  this  difcourle  both  ufeful  and  plain  to  the 
meaneft  capacity,  at  the  fame  time  avoiding  to 
injure  the  delicate  ear  as  much  as  the  nature  of  the 
fubjedf  can  admit  of;  and  lhall  be  happy  in  this 
publication,  Ihouid  it  be  a  means  of  anfwering  the 
de  fired  effedt. 

As  a  caution  to  thole  whofe  inclinations  lead 
them  to  venereal  intercourfes,  they  Ihouid  firfb 
confider  their  conftkutions ;  for  let  the  reader  well 
obferve,  that  one  of  a  rebuff  habit  of  body  may, 
with  lefs  danger,  indulge  himfelf  in  thofe  enjoy¬ 
ments  to  a  degree  that  would  be  highly  preju¬ 
dicial 
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dicial  to,  and  amazingly  impair,  a  perfon  of  a 
more  delicate  conftitution ;  and  though  modera¬ 
tion,  in  each  refpeft,  ought  attentively  to  be 
adhered  to,  yet  it  is  more  incumbent  on  fuch  as 
nature  has  formed  of  a  tender  It  rupture,  to  avoid 
thofe  excelfes  which  their  animal  iyftem  is  unable 
to  encounter. 

Perfons  likewife  juft  recovered  from  ficknefs 
ftiould  by  no  means  venture  on  venery ;  for  as 
coition  (trains  the  fibres,  relaxes  the  nerves,  and 
affects  every  branch  of  the  human  frame,  it  may, 
by  the  weaknefs  of  the  feveral  functions,  bring  on 
fome  of  thofe  diforders  already  taken  notice  of. 

He,  therefore,  who  would  frequently  engage  in 
venereal  embraces,  ought  to  be  of  age,  adult,  and 
of  a  hale  conftitution  *,  to  avoid,  by  all  means,  any 
intemperance  that  might  impair  it,  fuch  as  exceftive 
drinking,  a  too  laborious  or  fedentary  life,  or  any 
thing  that  would  in  the  lealt  diminifh  ftrength ;  to 
take° iuftenance  of  a  nourifhing  light  quality,  ufing 
gentle  falurary  exercife  ;  and,  in  fhort,  to  keep  the 
animal  ceconomy  as  it  were  in  its  equilibrium. 
Obferving  thele  rules,  we  may  ventuie  on  venery 
to  a  degree  of  moderation,  which  we  find  is  not  luc- 
oeeded  by  weaknefs  or  pain,  and  may  then  reft 
allured  it  is  not  injurious  t  for  as  a  certain  writer 
elegantly  expreffes  himfelf, 

44  The  youth  who  bathes  pleafure’s  limpid  dream 
“  At  well-judg’d  intervals,  feels  all  his  foul 
**  Nerv’d  with  recruited  ftrength  ;  but  it  too  oft 
a  He  fwims  in  fportive  mazes  through  the  flood, 

“  It  chills  his  languid  virtue.” 
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To  conclude.  The  Divine  Difpofer  of  all  things 
has  implanted  in  us  paffions  for  the  bell  ofpurpofes, 
and  at  the  fame  time  endowed  us  with  a  fufficient 
/hare  of  reafon  (if  we  give  ourfelves  time  to  reflect) 
to  curb  any  impetuofity  that  might  urge  us  to  abufe 
his  great  gifts.  For  it  is  beyond  a  doubt,  that  if 
thofe  paflions  are  governed  according  to  the  Omni¬ 
potent-  Decree,  it  will  encourage  us  only  to  ufe 
them  for  good  and  wife  ends  ;  but,  by  giving  way 
to  vicious  depraved  excef.es,  we  lofe  the  command 
of  or.r  intellects,  by  plunging  ourfelves  into  laby¬ 
rinths  derogatory  to  the  intent  of  our  exiftence, 
and  pervert  the  defigns  of  our  beneficent  Creator 
we  muft  then  render  ourfelves  and  offspring  (if  by 
chance  any)  unequal  and  defpicable  to  thofe  whofe 
prudence  and  happy  difpofition  of  mind  have  led 
them  no  farther  than  the  limits  of  reafon,  and  the 
pleasures  of  enjoying  a  quiet  confidence, 

I  frail  now  beu  leave  to  introduce  a  certain  and 
effectual  remedy  for  thole  diforders  that  are  the 
confequen.ce  of  exceffive  venery,  or  that  unnatural, 
filthy  pradlice,  felf-pollution.  1  recommend  to  the 
afflidied  a  medicine  which  I  would  by  no  means 
prefume  to  do  in  this  public  manner,  had  not  a 
multiplicity  of  inftances,  in  private  practice,  proved 
its  efficacy. 

Animated  by  its  fuccefs,  and  every  day  furnifiing 
me  with  frefh  afiurances  what  a  welcome  reception 
it  would  meet  with  (it  having  been  tried  and  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  fome  eminent  profeffors  of  the  fa¬ 
culty,  and  the  continual  approbations  I  receive  both 
perfonally  and  by  letter),  1  undoubtedly  fhould  be 
an  enemy  to  myfelf  and  the  public,  if  I  did  not  dif- 
clofe  its  furprizing  dfie&s 
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It  is  Nature’s  Reftorative  *,  a  preparation  whofe 
virtues,  l  hope,  are  {efficient  to  defend  it  from 
calumny.  This  medicine  is  probably  the  greateft 
co  dial  to  nature  the  whole  materia  medica  has  pro¬ 
duced,  and  will,  even  at  the  laft  ebb  of  life,  afford 
amazing  affiftance  to  the  languid  fpirits.  It  is  an 
admirable  remedy  for  all  weakneffes  and  relaxations 
of  the  body,  whether  natural  or  acquired ;  for  it 
not  only  fortifies  the  feeble  parts,  efpeciaily  the 
ftomach,  after  exceffes,  but  gives  vigour,  if  in  the 
power  of  medicine. 

They  who,  by  venereal  engagements,  repeated 
falivations,  or  the  frequent  ufe  of  mercurial  medi¬ 
cines,  have  emaciated  their  conftitutions ;  alfo  if, 
by  fevere  illneffes,  the  animal  juices  are  become 
fo  impoveriffied,t  that  the  patient  is  reduced  to  a 
weak  ft  ate  •,  in  all  fuch  cafes  it  will,  to  admira¬ 
tion,  nourifh,  comfort,  and  revive  the  whole  vital 
fyftem,  and  invigorate  the  animal  fundiions. 
Perfons  who  have  not  the  happinefs  to  be  *o  ready 
in  their  venereal  intercourfes  as  they  would  de¬ 
fire,  and  probably  arifing  from  fome  of  the  dif- 
o^ders  before  mentioned,  by  the  ufe  of  this  medi¬ 
cine  their  embraces  have  been  rendered  fruitful. 
"With  all  imaginable  expedition  it  flops  obftinate 
gleets,  though  probably  of  a  long  handing,  and 
after  aflringent  injedlions  and  internal  remedies 
have  had  no  effedt.  In  the  fluor  albus ,  or  whites ,  a 
diforder  incident  to  the  fair  lex,  which  is  too  fre¬ 
quently  the  caufe  of  barrennefs,  and  a  tribe  of 
other  melancholy  complaints,  it  is  a  moft  excellent 
remedy. 

Much  more  might  be  faid  in  behalf  of  this 
medicine  *  but,  left  it  ffiould  be  deemed  exagge¬ 
ration. 
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ration,  I  fhall  only  fay,  I  hope  a  trial  of  it  will 
remove  every  fcruple  of  diffidence,  by  reftoring 
health  to  my  patients,  and  doing  honour  to  my 
pra&ice. 

As  a  proof  of  my  affertion,  I  refer  my  readers 
to  the  following  letters,  the  originals  of  which  I 
have  filed,  with  many  others,  and  publifh  them  by 
the  privileges  of  the  authors. 


To  Doftor  SMYTH. 

SIR, 

npHE  benefit  I  have  received  from  your  Re- 
I  iterative  Medicine  prompts  me  to  return  you 
thefe  my  fincere  thanks  for  the  affiftance  you  have 
thus  given  me.  My  complaint  was  a  total  imbe¬ 
cility  of  the  parts  of  generation  (though  a  young 
man),  which  after  taking  two  bottles  of  the  above 
Reiterative,  I  thank  God,  and  you,  I  have  entirely 
regained  my  former  vigour.  I  give  you  my  free 
content  (for  the  benefit  of  the  affii&ed)  to  make 
this  public  -9  and  am, 

S  I  R, 

i  ' 

Your  moft  humble  Servant, 

Batk; 


E,  ADDEN. 


The 


[  47  ] 


The  CASE  of  Captain  WEST. 


S  I  R, 


HEARING  of  the  reputation  of  your  Re¬ 
ftorative  Medicine,  induced  me  to  make  trial 
of  it.  My  cafe  was,  a  relaxation  of  the  generative 
faculties,  occaftoned,  I  mu  ft  confefs,  by  the  follies 
of  youthful  excefies,  and  a  refidence  for  fome 
time  in  a  hot  climate.  However,  I  have  taken 
your  Reftorative  regularly,  and  have  the  pleafure 
to  afiure  you  I  have  entirely  regained  my  former 
vigour,  and  now  enjoy  a  better  ftate  of  health  than 
I  have  done  for  fome  years  paft — If  you  think 
proper,  you  may  publifh  this ;  and  am, 


SIR, 


Scarborough. 


Your  moft  humble  Servant, 

Oliver  James  West, 


The  CASE  of  Mr.  W.  NICHOLSON. 

S  I  R, 

I  THINK  it  my  duty  to  inform  you,  that  after 
taking  nine  bottles  of  your  Reftorative  Drops, 
I  am  perfectly  recovered  from  a  debilitated  ftate, 
the  caufe  of  which  I  unfortunately  brought  on  my* 
felf,  by  a  pradtice  I  am  aihamed  to  mention. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  Servant, 

Twickenham. 

W.  NICHOLSON. 


The 
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The  CASE  of  H.  FLETHER,  Efq. 
’SIR, 

1  SHOULD  think  myfelf  wanting  in  gratitude* 
if  I  omitted  acquainting  you  that  I  am  per- 
fe&ly  recovered  from  a  relaxed,  emaciated  ftate, 
by  taking  your  Reftorative  Medicine..  My  com¬ 
plaints  were  occafioned,  I  am  well  convinced,  by 
the  effects  of  different  climates,  and  partly  my  own 
imprudence,  the  particulars  of  which  delicacy  will 
not  permit  me  to  mention.  However,  as  you 
know  the  particulars  of  my  cafe,  I  give  you  my 
confent  (as  it  may  be  the  means  of  relieving  many 
who  labour  under  fimilar  complaints)  to  commu¬ 
nicate  it  to  the  public. 


\ 

I  am.  Sir, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

Bath,  Jan.  3,  1773. 


HEN.  FLETCHER. 


The 
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The  CASE  of  LEWIS  HATFIELD,  Efq. 

f 

SIR, 

I  THINK  I  fhould  be  undeferving  of  the  be¬ 
nefit  I  have  received,  and  greatly  deficient  in 
gratitude  to  you,  if  I  omitted  informing  you  that 
I  am  recovered  from  a  deplorable  date  of  body, 
by  taking  your  Reftorative  Medicine,  I  laboured 
for  many  years  under  an  universal  relaxation,  and 
complication  of  diforders,  occafioned,  I  am  well 
allured,  by  juvenile  imprudence  ^  for  which  I 
took  innumerable  medicines,  but  to  no  manner  of 
effect.  Relating  my  unhappy  cafe  to  a  gentleman, 
he  advifed  me  to  take  your  medicine ;  he  faid  a 
friend  of  his  had  been  cured  by  it,  on  which  I  be¬ 
gan  to  take  it,  and  by  continuing  fome  time,  am 
reftored  to  perfed  health. 


I  am,  Sir,  , 

With  the  greateft  refped. 

Your  very  obliged, 

Humble  Servant, 

York,  March,  31,  1773.  LEWIS  HATFIELD. 


1 


H 


The 


V 
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The  CASE  of  CHARLES  BENSON,  Efq. 

SIR,  • 

)EING  thoroughly  recovered  from  almoll  an 


infupportable  weak  nets  and  relaxed  ftate,  by 
taking  your  Reftorative  Medicine,  I  thought  I  was 
in  duty  bound  to  make  you  this  public  acknow¬ 
ledgment.  I  fancy  my  own  imprudence  laid  the 
foundation  of  my  diforder,  for  which  I  took  the 
Bark,  preparations  of  Steel,  and  many  other  me¬ 
dicines,  but  to  no  effedt,  till  my  phyfician  defired 
me  to  apply  to  you  *,  and,  for  the  benefit  I  have  re¬ 
ceived,  depend  I  will  not  only  ever  hold  a  grateful 
fenfe  of,  but  endeavour  to  promote  your  intereft 
the  utmoft  of  my  power. 


I  am.  Sir, 


Your  mo  ft  humble  Servant, 


Bath*  Dec.  16,  1773. 


C.  BENSON. 


SIR 


HE  benefits  I  have  received  by  taking  your 


J  *c>  J 

RESTORATIVE  MEDICINE,  oblige  me 


to  return  my  fincere  thanks  for  a  recovery  which 
fruftrated  the  hopes  of  a  variety  of  medicines 
preferibed  for  me  j  and  indeed,  I  am  well  con¬ 


vinced 


vinccd  I  mud  have  remained  in  a  \veak,  and  other- 
wife  unhappy  date,  had  not  a  fellow-fufferer  (whom 
you  have  relieved)  in  Tided  on  my  taking  your 
Rcdorative  Medicine,  by  which  I  have  received 
iuch  amazing  relief,  that  you  have  my  confent  to 
make  what  ufe  you  pleafe  of  this  letter,  and  de¬ 
pend  I  will  take  every  opportunity  to  recommend 
your  valuable  Medicine.  I  am 

Your  mod  humble  Servant, 

Edinburgh, 

May,  *7, 1775.  GEORGE  CAMPBELL, 

To  Dodtor  SMYTH,  Suffolk-dreet,  near  Char- 

ing-crofs,  London. 


S  I  R, 


THE  furprifing  Benefit  I  have  received  by  taking 
your  RESTORATIVE  MEDICINE,  obliges 
me  to  render  you  my  fincere  thanks.  I  am  well 
convinced  that  my  complaints  were  occafioned  by 
youthful  imprudence,  and  the  effedts  of  a  hot  cli¬ 
mate.  I  took  a  variety  of  medicines  to  little  or 
no  purpofe  •,  but  by  chance  meeting  with  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  had  been  your  patient,  he  advifed  me  to 
try  your  medicine,  which  I  did,  and  am  happy  to 
confefs  that  I  enjoy  a  better  date  of  health  now 
than  I  have  done  for  fome  years  pad.  You  may, 
if  you  think  proper,  publifh  this  letter. 

I  am,  Sir, 


Bfiftql, 

Jan.  ;6,  1780. 


Your  mod  humble  fervant, 

A.  BROWNE. 


H  2 


Some 
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Some  hundreds  of  cafes  I  could  here  exemplify 
and  point  out  the  different  difeafes,  and  from 
whence  their  complaints  arofe ;  but  left  it  might 
offend  thofe  who  have  honoured  me  with  their 
confidence,  I  would  not  attempt  offering  to 
public  view,  matters  of  fuch  a  delicate  nature, 
without  the  immediate  approbation  of  the  indi¬ 
viduals. 

I  muft  now  come  to  a  conclufion,  and  hope  this 
ftiort  effay  will  meet  with  as  favourable  a  reception  as 
the  remedies  offered  in  it  have  done.  So  plain  a' 
defcription  is  given  of  the  venereal  infection,  gleets, 
&c.  that  the  afflidted,  by  comparing  their  cafe  with 
the  different  fymptoms,  may  eafily  know  the  fitu- 
ation  of  their  diforder,  and  the  real  caule  of  their 
complaint.  There  is  one  thing  to  be  obferved  in 
this  Treatife,  viz.  that  the  reafon  the  venereal 
fymptoms  in  women  are  not  diftindtly  defcribed, 
is,  that  it  would  be  only  a  repetition  of  the  fame 
thing  over  again,  as  that  difeafe  affedts  both  lexe% 
much  in  the  fame  manner; 

Before  I  clofe  this  difcourfe,  I  muft  beg  leave, 
m  vindication  of  myfelf,  to  add  the  following 
remarks :  That  an  attempt  to  make  an  improvement 
in  any  art,  fcience,  or  profeflion,  will  ever  meet  with 
enemies  in  perfons  of  low  and  bafe  minds,  who, 
envious  of  others  fuccefs,  vainly  endeavour,  by  cen- 
fu-ring  them,  to  irnpofe  on  the  underftanding  of 
mankind  *  vainly  I  fay,  becaufe  their  fhallow 
capacities  cannot  comprehend  how  eafily  the 
fallacy  is  fcen  through.  Attacks  of  this  nature, 
no  doubt,  are  made  on  me  by  thefe  fplenetic 
gentry,  which  I  attribute  to  the  great  fuccefs  I 
daily  meet  with  j  but  hope,  it  is  beyond  the 

reach 
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reach  of  iuch  to  injure  or  prejudice  me  in  my 
profeflion.  But  why  fliculd  I  exped:  to  go  un- 
cenfured,  iifKe  it  has  been  the  fate  of  the  greateft 
men  that  ever  appeared  in  the  phyfical  province  ? 
However,  to  all  calumniators  my  reply  is,  and 
ever  fhall  be — I  laugh  at  their  folly  *  and  defpife 
their  meannefs,  r 

/ 

p*  Thofe  who  chufe  to  communicate  their 
caies  by  letter,  are  defired  to  be  as  explicit  and 

c*ear  as  poffible,  and  they  fhall  be  as  agreeably 
anfwered.  7 

P.  S.  Any  perfon  inclined  to  come  under  the 
Dodror’s  immediate  infpedion,  may  be  accom- 

modated  in  his  houfe,  with  care,  tendernefs,  and 
lecrecy. 


The  Treatife  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  Gleets, 
&c.  &c.  &c.  Price  is  6d.  the  Reftorative  for  Weak- 
nelTes,  &c.  price  il.  is.  and  ios.  6d.  a  bottle, 
f with  diredions  fealed  with  each  bottle)  and  the 
Specific  Drops  for  Venereal  Complaints,  in  bottles  at 
5s.  and  2 s  6d.  each  (with  fealed  diredions  likewife) 
are  to  be  had  at  the  following  places  in  JLondon,  viz. 

Mr.  Prfdden,  bookfeller  and  ftationer.  No.  100. 
Fleet-ftreet. 

Mr.  Cavell,  bookfeller,  Middle-Row,  Holborn. 

Mr.  Axtell,  bookfeller,  No.  1.  Finch-lane,  Cornhill. 
Mr.  Tilly,  bookfeller,  No.  30.  Filh-ftreet  Hill,  Lon-* 
don  Bridge. 

And  of  the  Dodor,  in  Suffolk-ftreet,  near  Cha¬ 
ring.  crofs,  London  (Removed  from  the  Adelphi), 
who  may  be  confulted  pcrfonally,  or  by  letter, 
poll  paid. 


To 
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To  be  had  alfo  of  the.  following  Perfons, 


Mr.  Breadhower,  PortfmoutL 
Mr.  Burrowes,  Worcefter. 

Mr.  Burbage,  Notingham, 

Mr.  Browne,  Hull. 

Mr.  Cr ut well,  Bath. 

Mr.  Cowper,  Cambridge. 

Collins  and  Co.  Salifbury. 

Carnan  and  Co.  Reading, 

Mr.  Curtis,  Work  fop. 

Mr.  Chafe,  Norwich. 

Mr.  Drewry,  Derby. 

Mr.  Fifher,  Rochefter. 

Goad  by  and  Co.  Sherborne. 

Mr.  Gregory,  Leicefter. 

Mr.  Gillman,  Chatham. 

Mr.  Howgrave,  Stamford. 

Mr.  Harrop,  Mancheften 
Mr.  Jackfon,  Oxford. 

Mr.  Keymer,  Colchefter. 

Mr.  Murch,  Barnftaple. 

Mr.  Megget,  Wakefield. 

Mr.  Monk,  Chefter. 

Mr.  Pugh,  Hereford* 

Mr.  Pine,  Briftol. 

Pearfon  and  Co  Birmingham. 

Mr.  Raikes,  Gloucefter. 

Mr.  Slack,  hJewcaftle  upon  Tyne. 
Simmons  and  Co,  Canterbury. 

Mr.  Simmonds,  Blandford. 

Mr.  Thorn,  Exeter. 

Mr.  Walker,  Maidftone. 
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Wright  and  Son,  Leeds. 
Will  Ton  and  Son,  York. 
Mr.  Wallis,  Plymouth. 


Sold  alfo  in  Ireland,  by  Bagnel  and  Co.  Cork. 


F  I  N  I  S. 
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